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Abstract

There is abundant evidence of the dissuasiveness of self-indulgence in one’s personal,
social, territorial or cultural traditions throughout human history. These temptations have
the potential to lead the man astray. During the Pre-Islamic era, it was nearly impossible
for a single person to live an independent life amid the diverse clans and families that made
up the Arabic Civilization. The Arabian tribes had their hierarchy in the form of Lords,
Chiefs and Commoners. The leaders had to strive for honor and dignity of their tribes.
Early conflict in the Makkan society was largely based on tribal rivalries, for example, the
rivalry between Bana Umayyah and Bani Hashim and other tribes. But the charismatic
personality of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) put an end to these rivalries and made a stand for
justice and virtue alone. Following his demise, the tribal hostilities erupted again which
may be considered as one of the causes of apostasy among the various tribes of Arabian
Peninsula. This was also the case with Musaylimah, the Liar, with the assertion that he
proclaimed prophethood to preserve the cultural and ethnic customs of his tribe. Other
tribes joined him for the same reason as they were not ready to surrender before the
supremacy of Quraysh. Sufficient evidence can be traced from the books of history on the

issue. Some orientalists have also highlighted this aspect of his apostasy. This research
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paper is meant to explore the social reasons behind the apostasy claimed by Musaylimah.

This paper will also analyze the view of orientalists in this regard.
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V. V. Barthdld

1. Vasily Vladimirovich Barthold (Russian: Baciuuii Bnagiimuposuy baptonsa; 1869 —

1930), was a

Russian orientalist who specialized in the history of Islam and the Turkic peoples (Turkology). His
book

Mussulman Qulture (Kolkata: University of Calcutta) was translated from Russian by Hasan
Shaheed

Suhrawardy in 1934,
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2. V. V. Barthold, "Musaylima", Bulletin de I'Acaddmie des Sciences de Russie, XIX (1925),
Moscow,

Gubkina, p. 493

3. W. Montgomery Watt, Muhammad at Medina, Oxford University Press, 1962, pp. 78-150
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R. B. Serjeant ©

The progress revealed by this remarkable series of agreements preserved by Ibn
Hisham, is from a confederation presided over by a member of a holy house [such as
Kuraysh] to regulate procedure-and this is what | understand when the agreements
stipulate that any point upon which the Medinan tribes disagree to is to be referred to
Muhammad who knows what the law is-to the founding of a haram within which God,
for practical purposes Muhammad, is virtually absolute, surrounded by tribes self-

governing but linked to the haram. ’

5R.B. Serjeant, “Haram and Hawtah, the Sacred Enclave in Arabia", in “The Arabs and
Arabia on the

Eve of Islam” (ed. F.E. Peters) (UK, Routledge Publication, 1999), pp. 167-184, Tabri,
Muhammad

Bin Jarir, Tarikh Tabri, Syed Muhammad Ibrahim(Tr.), Nafees Academy Urdu Bazar
Karachi, vol. 2,

part-2, p. 83

6. Robert Bertram Serjeant(1915 —1993) was a British scholar, traveller, and the leading Arabist of

his generation.
7.R. B. Serjeant, "Haram and Hawtah, the Sacred Enclave in Arabia", “The Arabs and

Arabia on the
Eve of Islam” (ed. F.E. Peters) (UK, Routledge Publication, 1999), pp. 167-184
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9. Watt, Muhammad at Madina, p. 133
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12. Margoliouth, D. S., The Early Development of Mohammedanism, (London: Williams &
Norgate, 1914), pp.

485-492
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“A Shaykh of B. Hanifa from the people of al-Yamama told me that the incident

happened otherwise [immediately above this account is a story that Musaylima hiding
in "garments"”, came within earshot of the Prophet, who sensed his presence]. He
alleged [note the use of this term] that the deputation came to the apostle having left
Musaylimah behind with the camels and the baggage. When they had accepted Islam
they remembered where he was, and told the apostle that they had left a companion of
theirs to guard their stuff. The apostle ordered that he should be given the same as the
rest, saying, "His position is no worse than yours", i.e. in minding the property of his
companions. That is what the apostle meant They had left the apostle and brought him
what he had given him. When they reached al-Yamima the enemy of God apostasized,
gave himself out as a prophet and played the liar. He said, "I am a partner with him in
the affair,” and then he said to the deputation that had been with him, "Did he not say
unto you when you mentioned me to him 'His position is no worse than yours'? What
can that mean but that he knows that | am a partner with him in the affair. Then he
began to utter rhymes in saj' and speak in imitation of the style of the Quran: "God has
been gracious to the pregnant woman; he has brought forth from her a living being that
can move from her very midst." He permitted them to wine and fornicate, and let them
dispense with prayer, yet he was acknowledging the apostle as a prophet, and Hanifa

agreed with him on that. (But God knows what the truth was)” 13

13. A. Guillaume(tr.), The Life of Muhammad: A Translation of Ishaq's Sirat Rastil Allah, (London:
Oxford
University Press, 1953), PP. 636-637
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14. L. Caetani, Annali dell' Iskldm (Milan, 1907), Vol. Il (1), p. 452
15. Margoliouth, D. S(Tr.), The Life of Muhammad, A Translation of Ishaqg’s Sirat Rasul Allah,
(Oxford University
Press, 1953), p. 636
16. Watt, Muhammad at Medina, pp. 79-80
17. Caetani, p. 643
18. Watt, Muhammad at Medina, p. 134; Tab., p. 1932, ad-Diyarbakri, Tarikh al-Khamis (Cairo,
1302[A. H.]

p. 1775
19. Watt, Muhammad at Medina, p. 136
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20.W. Montgomery Watt, Richard Bell, Introduction to the Qur'an (Edinburgh University Press,
1963), p. 76 .
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2 Watt, Muhammad at Medina,p. 136
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% Tab., pp. 1932-193 3
26 \Watt, Medina, p. 139, Tab., p. 1933
27 The various accounts are summarized in Shorter Encyclopaedia of Islam, pp. 485-486
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“...Musaylima, who proclaimed himself a prophet for the Yamama and Hanifa as Muhammad
had for the Hijaz and its people. Unlike Muhammad, however, Musaylima does not seem to
have aspired to more than local power and was able to suggest that the peninsula be divided
into two different spheres of influence. In the face of Khalid’s advance, the Hanifa were, in the
main, united and determined to fight, both for their prophet and for their local independence.”*

32

302008 ( ) (

31 Hugh Kennedy, The Prophet and the Age of the Caliphates: The Islamic Near East from the 6th
to the 11th Century, (UK, Routledge Publishers, 2022) pp. 47-48

22004 (433 ) (
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peoples (Turkology).His book Mussulman Culture (Kolkata: University of
Calcutta) was translated from Russian by Hasan Shaheed Suhrawardy in 1934.

2. V. V. Barthold, "Musaylima", Bulletin de I'Acaddmie des Sciences de Russie,
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3. W. Montgomery Watt, Muhammad at Medina, Oxford University Press, 1962,
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Robert Bertram Serjeant(1915 —1993) was a British scholar, traveller, and the
leading Arabist of his generation.
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