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Abstract 

This paper explores the teachings of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) 

regarding the rights of minorities within Islamic societies. Drawing from primary 

sources such as the Quran and Hadith, as well as scholarly interpretations, it 

examines the principles of justice, equality, and compassion that underpin the 

Prophet's guidance. Through a historical and contemporary lens, this study 

evaluates the application and relevance of these teachings in fostering inclusive 

societies where the rights and dignity of minorities are respected. In a world where 

the rights of minorities are often overlooked and disregarded, it is crucial to 

acknowledge the importance of prophetic teachings that advocate. The Prophetic 

model of governance provides a blueprint for promoting and protecting the rights 

of minorities. It emphasizes the importance of appointing qualified individuals in 

positions of power, ensuring fair treatment and decent payment for government 

employees, and upholding a code of ethics that guides the behavior and decision-

making processes of those in authority. Furthermore, the principles of justice, 

equality, and respect for diversity should be instilled in every aspect of society. 
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Introduction: 

In a world where the rights of minorities are often overlooked and disregarded, it is 

crucial to acknowledge the importance of prophetic teachings that advocate for their 

equal rights and treatment (Vlug 2020). These teachings promote social justice and 

emphasize the fundamental principles of human rights (Aleandri and Refrigeri 

2013). These prophetic teachings, rooted in the framework of human rights and 

equality principles, guide how to recognize cultural affinities, negotiate differences, 

and ensure a just and inclusive society (Aleandri and Refrigeri 2013).  

The Role of Prophetic Teachings in Nurturing Understanding and Compassion. 

Prophetic teachings play a significant role in nurturing understanding and 

compassion towards minorities. They emphasize the value of empathy, tolerance, 

and respect for all individuals regardless of their background. By promoting these 

virtues, prophetic teachings inspire communities to create an environment of 

inclusivity and acceptance. It is through these teachings that individuals are 

encouraged to embrace diversity and work towards building a society where the 

rights of minorities are upheld and celebrated.(Apak and Atay 2015). Multicultural 

Education as an Essential Tool Multicultural education is an essential tool in 

promoting the rights of minorities (Hifza et al. 2020). It involves creating an 

educational environment that values and respects cultural, ethnic, racial, and 

religious differences. This type of education aims to provide all students with an 

equal opportunity to learn while acknowledging and embracing the diversity within 

the classroom. By integrating multicultural education into the curriculum, students 

are better equipped to understand and appreciate different perspectives, ultimately 

fostering a more inclusive and harmonious society. Through the teachings of 

empathy, tolerance, and respect, as well as the implementation of multicultural 
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education, we can work towards creating a world where the rights of minorities are 

not only recognized but also fully protected. Embracing these principles can lead 

to a more just and compassionate society for all. 

The Prophetic Model of Governance: 

The Prophetic model of governance provides a blueprint for promoting and 

protecting the rights of minorities. It emphasizes the importance of appointing 

qualified individuals in positions of power, ensuring fair treatment and decent 

payment for government employees, and upholding a code of ethics that guides the 

behavior and decision-making processes of those in authority (Irsyady, Nur, and 

Wijayanti 2020). By following this model, governments can create an environment 

where the rights of minorities are respected and protected. This research highlights 

the concept of prophetic politics, which focuses on leading people and managing 

government affairs in a wise and morally-guided manner. By incorporating these 

prophetic teachings into our educational systems and governance structures, we can 

create an inclusive and just society that respects and upholds the rights of minorities 

(Hifza et al. 2020). By embracing the teachings of multicultural education and the 

Prophetic model of governance, we can work towards a society that values and 

protects the rights of minorities, ensuring that they have equal access to 

opportunities, resources, and representation. Through the implementation of 

multicultural education and the adoption of the Prophetic model of governance, we 

can work towards a society that respects and protects the rights of minorities, 

promoting inclusivity and social justice for all. 

Principles of Justice and Equality: 
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Principles of justice and equality should be at the forefront of any society that 

values the rights of minorities. By adhering to these principles, individuals and 

communities can ensure that all members are treated fairly and have equal access 

to opportunities, resources, and representation. Through socialized multicultural 

education, individuals can develop the attitudes of empathy, respect, and 

appreciation towards different cultures and religious adherents (Irsyady, Nur, and 

Wijayanti 2020). This will foster a more inclusive and harmonious society where 

the rights of minorities are upheld and protected.The implementation of 

multicultural education is crucial in promoting the values of democracy, equality, 

and justice (Bacchus 1989). 

By integrating multicultural education into the curriculum at various levels, 

students can learn about tolerance, togetherness, human rights, and mutual respect. 

They can develop a deeper understanding of different cultures and religions, 

promoting a sense of empathy and appreciation for diversity. Through multicultural 

education, individuals and communities can learn to coexist peacefully, building 

mutual understanding, appreciation, and interdependence. This will lead to the 

resolution of conflicts and the promotion of peace. Overall, multicultural education 

and the teachings of the Prophetic model of governance provide a framework for 

creating a society that respects and upholds the rights of minorities. Through the 

implementation of multicultural education and the adoption of the Prophetic model 

of governance, we can work towards a society that respects and protects the rightsof 

minorities, promoting inclusivity and social justice for all (Bahri 2020).(Daulay 

2014) In conclusion, by implementing multicultural education in alignment with 

the principles of justice, equality, and respect for diversity, we can create a society 

that upholds and values the rights of minorities (Hifza et al. 2020).(Kızılkaya 

2020)Through socialized multicultural education and the adoption of the principles 
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of the Prophetic model of governance, we can create a society that values and 

protects the rights of minorities with genuine dedication and empathy. One of the 

key aspects of embracing the teachings of empathy, tolerance, and respect is the 

understanding that minority rights are an integral part of human rights as a whole. 

Each individual, regardless of their background, deserves to be treated with dignity 

and fairness. 

In addition to the teachings of empathy and tolerance, the Prophetic model of 

governance offers valuable insights into ensuring the protection of minority rights. 

It emphasizes the need for qualified and just leadership, fair treatment of all 

individuals, and a moral code of conduct for those in positions of authority. By 

implementing these principles in governance, societies can create an environment 

where minority rights are not only acknowledged but actively safeguarded. 

Multicultural education, as highlighted, is a powerful tool in promoting the rights 

of minorities. It not only fosters a deeper appreciation for diversity but also 

cultivates an environment where individuals understand the importance of 

inclusivity and respect for all cultures, ethnicities, and religions. By integrating 

multicultural education into the fabric of society, future generations can be 

equipped with the knowledge and understanding required to uphold and protect 

minority rights. 

Furthermore, the principles of justice, equality, and respect for diversity should be 

instilled in every aspect of society. By integrating these principles into educational 

curriculums and governance structures, we can lay the foundations for a society 

that not only values the rights of minorities but actively works towards promoting 

inclusivity and social justice. 
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The Prophetic model of governance, with its emphasis on qualified and just 

leadership and fair treatment of all individuals, provides a framework for creating 

a society where minority rights are not just acknowledged, but actively safeguarded. 

By embracing these principles in governance, societies can pave the way for an 

environment where minority rights are valued and protected with genuine 

dedication and empathy. 

Furthermore, the integration of multicultural education into the educational system 

is vital in shaping future generations who can uphold and protect minority rights. 

This goes beyond merely learning about different cultures and religions; it involves 

developing a deep appreciation for diversity and understanding the importance of 

inclusivity and respect for all. 

By infusing the principles of justice, equality, and respect for diversity into every 

aspect of society, from educational curriculums to governance structures, we are 

laying the groundwork for a society that not only values the rights of minorities but 

actively works towards promoting inclusivity and social justice. 

Embracing Diversity through Multicultural Education: 

In order to truly understand and appreciate the significance of multicultural 

education and the teachings of the Prophetic model of governance in promoting the 

rights of minorities, it is essential to delve deeper into the practical implementation 

and impact of these principles. 

Multicultural education serves as a powerful means to foster empathy, 

understanding, and respect for diverse cultures and religions. It goes beyond a mere 

acknowledgment of differences; instead, it nurtures an environment where 
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individuals learn to embrace and celebrate diversity. By incorporating multicultural 

education into the core of society, future generations can not only gain knowledge 

about different cultures but also develop a profound appreciation for the richness 

and complexities of various traditions. This depth of understanding is crucial in 

cultivating a society where inclusivity and respect for all ethnicities, religions, and 

cultures are deeply ingrained values. 

Furthermore, the Prophetic model of governance provides insightful guidance on 

ensuring the protection of minority rights. Its emphasis on qualified and just 

leadership, fair treatment of all individuals, and a moral code of conduct for those 

in positions of authority lays the groundwork for creating an environment where 

the rights of minorities are not merely acknowledged but actively safeguarded. By 

implementing these principles in governance, societies can strive towards an 

inclusive and equitable system where the rights of minorities are upheld with 

unwavering dedication and compassion. 

As we integrate the principles of justice, equality, and respect for diversity into the 

very fabric of society, we sow the seeds for a transformative shift towards a more 

just, compassionate, and inclusive world. By fostering empathy, tolerance, and 

respect, and by implementing the Prophetic model of governance and multicultural 

education, we lay the foundation for a society where every individual, irrespective 

of their background, is treated with dignity and fairness. This collective effort 

towards inclusivity and social justice paves the way for a society where the rights 

of minorities are not only recognized but embraced with genuine empathy and 

compassion. 
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In conclusion, by delving deeper into the teachings of empathy, tolerance, and 

respect, and by implementing the principles of the Prophetic model of governance 

and multicultural education, we strive towards a society where every individual is 

valued and where inclusivity and social justice become the cornerstone of our 

collective existence. Through these concerted efforts, we work towards creating a 

society where the rights of minorities are not just upheld but celebrated as an 

integral part of the rich tapestry of humanity. 

1. The Prophetic Model of Governance: Upholding Minority Rights: The 

Prophetic Model of Governance established by Prophet Muhammad (peace 

be upon him) in Medina provides a blueprint for inclusive governance that 

respects the rights and dignity of minorities. This model, exemplified in the 

Charter of Medina, laid the foundation for a just and harmonious society 

where all members, regardless of their religious or ethnic background, were 

afforded equal protection and opportunities. 

2. The Charter of Medina: The Charter of Medina, also known as the 

Constitution of Medina, was a historic document drafted by Prophet 

Muhammad upon his arrival in Medina in 622 CE. It served as a social 

contract between the Muslim community, Jewish tribes, and other residents 

of the city, establishing the rights and responsibilities of each group. The 

Charter granted religious freedom and autonomy to minority communities, 

guaranteeing their rights to practice their faith and administer their own 

affairs. 

3. Protection of Minority Rights: The Prophetic Model of Governance 

prioritized the protection of minority rights, recognizing the diverse 
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religious and cultural landscape of Medina. Prophet Muhammad actively 

engaged with Jewish and other non-Muslim communities, respecting their 

customs and traditions while upholding the principles of justice and 

equality. He appointed Jewish leaders as judges and mediators, 

demonstrating his commitment to inclusivity and pluralism. 

4. Fair Treatment and Justice: Under the Prophetic Model of Governance, 

all members of society, including minorities, were entitled to fair treatment 

and access to justice. The Prophet established a system of law and order 

based on Islamic principles of justice, ensuring that disputes were resolved 

impartially and equitably. He emphasized the importance of treating all 

individuals with respect and dignity, regardless of their background 

Principles of Justice and Equality: Here, the focus is on the Prophet's emphasis 

on justice and equality for all members of society, irrespective of their religious or 

ethnic background. It analyzes specific teachings and examples that demonstrate 

the Prophet's commitment to upholding the rights of minorities. 

Freedom of Religion and Belief: This section delves into the Prophet's advocacy 

for freedom of religion and belief, citing Quranic verses and Hadith that emphasize 

tolerance and respect for diversity. It explores how the Prophet interacted with non-

Muslims and ensured their right to practice their faith without coercion. Freedom 

of religion and belief holds a central place in Islam, reflecting the Quranic 

injunctions and the teachings of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). This 

principle, deeply rooted in Islamic tradition, emphasizes tolerance, pluralism, and 

respect for diversity. 
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Quranic Verses Emphasizing Freedom of Religion: The Quran explicitly 

acknowledges the diversity of faiths and affirms the right of individuals to follow 

their own beliefs. Verses such as "There shall be no compulsion in [acceptance of] 

the religion" (Quran 2:256) underscore the principle of religious freedom and reject 

coercion in matters of faith. 

Prophetic Examples of Tolerance: Prophet Muhammad's interactions with people 

of different faiths exemplified tolerance and respect for religious diversity. He 

maintained diplomatic relations with Jewish and Christian communities, granting 

them protection and autonomy within Islamic society. The Constitution of Medina, 

drafted by the Prophet, guaranteed religious freedom and equal rights to all 

residents, irrespective of their faith. 

Freedom of Conscience and Belief: Islam upholds the freedom of conscience and 

belief as fundamental human rights. Prophet Muhammad recognized the 

importance of individual choice in matters of faith, affirming that belief is a matter 

of the heart and cannot be coerced. He encouraged dialogue and peaceful 

coexistence among diverse religious communities, fostering an environment where 

individuals could practice their faiths without fear of persecution. 

Protection of Life and Property: The paper examines the Prophet's teachings on 

the sanctity of life and the protection of property, particularly in relation to minority 

communities. It analyzes how the Prophet addressed issues of violence, 

discrimination, and confiscation of property affecting minorities. In Islam, the 

protection of life and property is considered paramount, reflecting the core 

principles of justice, compassion, and responsibility. The teachings of Prophet 
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Muhammad (peace be upon him) provide clear guidance on safeguarding these 

fundamental rights for all individuals, regardless of their religious or social status. 

Sanctity of Life: Islam emphasizes the sanctity of human life as a sacred trust from 

Allah. Prophet Muhammad taught that taking the life of an innocent person is akin 

to killing all of humanity (Quran 5:32). He condemned violence and upheld the 

principle of preserving life under all circumstances. 

Justice and Equality: The Prophet advocated for justice and equality in the 

treatment of all individuals. He established a system of law and order based on 

Islamic principles, ensuring that everyone, including minorities, received fair and 

impartial treatment under the law. This included protection from discrimination and 

unjust treatment. 

Respect for Property Rights: Islam recognizes the right to property as a 

fundamental human right. Prophet Muhammad emphasized the importance of 

respecting property rights and prohibited theft, robbery, and confiscation of 

property without just cause. He taught that every person's wealth and belongings 

are sacred and must be protected. 

Social Inclusion and Brotherhood: This section explores the Prophet's efforts to 

foster social inclusion and brotherhood among diverse communities. It highlights 

his teachings on compassion, empathy, and solidarity, which laid the foundation for 

harmonious coexistence in Islamic societies. 

Contemporary Relevance and Challenges: Here, the study evaluates the 

contemporary relevance of prophetic teachings on minority rights in the context of 

modern societies. It discusses challenges and obstacles to the realization of these 
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rights and proposes strategies for addressing them. In today's globalized world, the 

principles of social inclusion and brotherhood in Islam remain as relevant as ever, 

offering valuable insights and guidance for addressing contemporary challenges. 

However, various factors present both opportunities and obstacles to realizing these 

ideals in practice. 

Opportunities: 

Increasing interfaith dialogue and cooperation provides opportunities for Muslims 

to engage with people of different faiths, fostering understanding, tolerance, and 

collaboration in addressing common concerns such as poverty, environmental 

degradation, and social injustice. Technological advancements, such as social 

media and digital platforms, offer new avenues for Muslims to connect with diverse 

communities and amplify voices advocating for social inclusion and brotherhood. 

These tools can be harnessed to promote dialogue, raise awareness, and mobilize 

collective action. The enthusiasm and energy of young Muslims present a powerful 

force for promoting social inclusion and brotherhood. Youth-led initiatives, 

activism, and grassroots movements play a crucial role in challenging 

discriminatory attitudes, fostering empathy, and promoting positive social change. 

Challenges: 

The rise of Islamophobia and xenophobia in many parts of the world poses a 

significant challenge to social inclusion and brotherhood. Negative stereotypes, 

prejudice, and discrimination against Muslims contribute to social divisions and 

hinder efforts to build cohesive and inclusive societies. Political instability, 

conflict, and violence in certain regions exacerbate tensions and undermine efforts 
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to promote social inclusion and brotherhood. Divisive political agendas, 

sectarianism, and nationalist ideologies further fragment communities and impede 

progress towards unity and solidarity. Economic disparities and social injustice 

marginalize vulnerable groups within Muslim-majority societies and exacerbate 

divisions along socio-economic lines. Addressing issues such as poverty, 

unemployment, and inequality is essential for promoting social inclusion and 

fostering a sense of solidarity among all members of society. Extremist ideologies 

and radicalization pose a threat to social cohesion and brotherhood within Muslim 

communities. Efforts to combat extremism and promote moderate interpretations 

of Islam are necessary to counter divisive narratives and build inclusive spaces 

where diverse perspectives are respected. 

In conclusion, while contemporary challenges may pose obstacles to achieving social 

inclusion and brotherhood in Islam, there are also opportunities for positive change through 

dialogue, engagement, and collective action. By addressing these challenges head-on and 

embracing the principles of unity, empathy, and solidarity, Muslims can contribute to 

building more inclusive and cohesive societies where everyone is valued and respected. 

Conclusion: The conclusion summarizes the key findings of the study and 

underscores the enduring relevance of prophetic teachings for promoting the rights 

and dignity of minorities. It emphasizes the importance of upholding these 

principles in fostering inclusive societies based on justice, equality, and 

compassion. The teachings of empathy, tolerance, and respect, and by 

implementing the principles of the Prophetic model of governance and 

multicultural education, we can strive towards a society that not only upholds and 

recognizes the rights of minorities but embraces them with empathy and 

compassion. The integration of these teachings and principles into the fabric of our 
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society can lead to a transformative shift towards a more just, compassionate, and 

inclusive world. By fostering empathy, tolerance, and respect, and by implementing 

the Prophetic model of governance and multicultural education, we can work 

towards a society that not only upholds and recognizes the rights of minorities but 

embraces them with empathy and compassion. Through these concerted efforts, we 

can strive towards a society where every individual, regardless of their background, 

is treated with dignity and fairness, and where inclusivity and social justice become 

the cornerstone of our collective existence. In order to truly cultivate a society that 

upholds and protects the rights of minorities, it is imperative to dig deeper into the 

implementation of the principles of empathy, tolerance, and respect. This involves 

not just understanding the theoretical aspects of these principles, but actively 

integrating them into the social fabric of our communities. We can strive towards a 

society that not only upholds and recognizes the rights of minorities but embraces 

them with empathy and compassion. Through these concerted efforts, we can work 

towards a society where every individual, regardless of their background, is treated 

with dignity and fairness, and where inclusivity and social justice become the 

cornerstone of our collective existence. Prophetic Teachings for the Rights of 

Minorities Prophetic Teachings for the Rights of Minorities.  
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