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Abstract

The rhetorical forms of I'tilaf in the science of ‘Ilm al-Badi® refer to the harmony and
correspondence among words, meanings, and poetic metre. Classical Arabic rhetoricians
have discussed various aspects of this subject, including harmony among words, between
words and meanings, between words and metre, and between meaning and metre.
Similarly, I'tilaf al-Fasilah and I'tilaf ma‘a al-Ikhtilaf highlight the coherence and
semantic relationships among the components of discourse. Qudamah ibn Ja'far regarded
any reduction, addition, or alteration of meaning caused by adherence to poetic metre as a
rhetorical defect. In contrast, Hazim al-Qartajanni explored the relationship between
poetic metre and subject matter, explaining that different Arabic poetic metres, owing to
their distinct phonetic qualities, may be more suitable for particular poetic purposes.
Other rhetoricians also addressed these concepts in their works, although differences exist
in their terminology and classifications. These discussions demonstrate that poetic beauty
lies not merely in elegant wording or metrical correctness, but also in the harmony among
words, meanings, metre, and communicative purpose. The study of these forms
contributes to a deeper understanding of classical Arabic rhetoric and the principles of
literary criticism.

Keywords: I’tilaf (Harmony), ‘Ilm al-Badi’, Word and Meaning, Poetic Metre, Arabic
Rhetoric
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