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Abstract

The study of the Prophetic Seerah not only reveals the practical manifestations of the

o~
22

Prophet Muhammad’s ¢4 courage, wisdom, and leadership, but also highlights a unique

dimension of strategy that transcends mere physical or military superiority. It reflects a
profound reliance on psychological and intellectual tactics. From the Battle of Badr to the

Treaty of Hudaybiyyah and the Conquest of Makkah, the Prophet 4 consistently secured

strategic dominance by instilling fear, uncertainty, and mental disruption within enemy
ranks—an approach that often proved more decisive than the sword itself. These measures
included discreet preparation, dissemination of misinformation, the use of unexpected
routes, and psychological maneuvers of mental pressure—principles which modern
military theorists recognize as foundational elements of psychological warfare.

In the contemporary age, where the nature of warfare has shifted from conventional
battlefields to informational warfare, narrative construction, and cognitive dominance, the
relevance of these Prophetic strategies has become more critical than ever. In the era of
social media, fifth-generation warfare, and cyber infiltration, Muslim nations must view
these principles not merely as historical events but as essential components of national
security policy, educational curricula, and military training. The Prophetic Seerah teaches
us that the one who triumphs in the battle of nerves is the one who truly secures victory.
This research abstract emphasizes how contemporary Muslim thinkers, state institutions,
and policymakers can derive from the Prophetic model a comprehensive strategy capable
of effectively addressing modern intellectual, informational, and ideological threats. Thus,
this study is not limited to a historical analysis but provides a holistic framework of
intellectual, policy-oriented, and practical guidance.
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“The art and science of employing the armed forces of a nation to secure the
objectives of national policy by the application of force, or the threat of force?”.
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“War is merely the continuation of policy by other means®”.
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e Edward William Lane, An Arabic—English Lexicon (Lane’s Lexicon) — entries under h-k-m and h-r-b.
2 Louw, Gerhard Martin. "South African defence policy and capability: the case of the South African National Defence
Force." PhD diss., Stellenbosch: Stellenbosch University, 2013.
3 Herschinger, Eva. "War as the continuation of hegemony by other means: how contemporary wars reach into societies."

New Political Science 41, no. 2 (2019): 279-293.
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> Muhammad ibn Ishaq (as edited by Ibn Hisham), al-Strah al-Nabawiyyah (various editions); Martin Lings (Abii Bakr
Siraj al-Din), Muhammad: His Life Based on the Earliest Sources, rev. ed. (Rochester, VT: Inner Traditions, 2006).
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14 Hugh Kennedy, The Armies of the Caliphs: Military and Society in the Early Islamic State (London: Routledge, 2001).

15 Sahih al-Bukhari (Arabic primary source for various narrations regarding events and the Prophet’s conduct in battles);
Ibn Kathir, al-Bidayah wa'l-Nihdyah, account of the Battle of Badr (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1985).
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16 Muhammad ibn Ishaq / Ibn Hisham account of Hudaibiyah and Fath Makkah; see Ibn Hisham, A/-Strah al-
Nabawiyyah, vol. 1, passim; al-Waqidi, Kitab al-Maghazi, accounts of Hudaibiyah and Fath Makkah; see also Martin
Lings, Muhammad.

17 For modern theoretical framing on psychological warfare and information operations, see assorted works in military
studies and psychology (e.g., Clausewitz’s conceptualization of war as political instrument is useful background)—Carl
von Clausewitz, On War, trans. Michael Howard and Peter Paret (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1976).
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