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Abstract

This study examines Abdullah Yusuf Ali's English translation of explicit metaphors
"isti'arattasrthiyyah" in Surah Al-Bagarah, an analytical study in light of Mona Baker's
translation strategies. Metaphor is one of the most prominent rhetorical devices in the
Qur'an, carrying profound meanings that extend beyond literal sense into precise
imagistic and connotative dimensions. The difficulty in rendering these metaphors into
English lies in preserving their semantic and aesthetic dimensions without compromising
the intended Qur'anic meaning. The research draws on the model proposed by Mona
Baker in her book In Other Words, and the strategies it offers for addressing problems of
non-equivalence at word level and above word level. The study surveys selected
examples of explicit metaphors in Surah Al-Baqgarah and compares them with Yusuf Ali's
translation to identify the strategy employed in each instance. It also draws on the views
of classical exegetes to establish the intended metaphorical meaning before evaluating the
translation. The study reveals instances in which the translation successfully conveyed
the rhetorical image, as well as others marked by semantic or aesthetic shortcomings. The
study concludes with a set of recommendations for improving the translation of Qur'anic
metaphors based on Mona Baker's model.
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Seal: Noun|[countable] an official design or mark, stamped on a document to show that it

is real and carries the authority of a particular person or organization....The letter bore
the president's seal. ..

Hearing: Noun [uncountable] the ability to hear..Her hearing is poor.The explosion
damaged his hearing.!!®

10: Almaany. (n.d.). Citation. In Almaany Arabic-English Dictionary. (Online ). “ FoolsBelive ” Retrieved On,
October 7, 2025, from https://www.almaany.com/en/dict/ar-en/citation/
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“These are they who have bartered guidance for error: but their traffic is profitless, and
they have lost true direction.”
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Error: Noun a mistake, especially one that causes problems or affects the result of
something

20: Almaany. (n.d.). Citation. In Almaany Arabic-English Dictionary. (Online ). “ FoolsBelive ” Retrieved On,
October 7, 2025, from https://www.almaany.com/en/dict/ar-en/citation/

21 Almaany. (n.d.). Citation. In Almaany Arabic-English Dictionary. (Online ). “ FoolsBelive ” Retrieved On,
October 7, 2025, from https://www.almaany.com/en/dict/ar-en/citation/
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Trut : Noun [singular] the true facts about something, rather than the things that have
been invented or guessed.....Do you think she's telling the truth? ¢
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26 :0xford English Dictionary, Oxford University Press. (Online).” Garden “ Retrieved On, August 25, 2026,
from https://www.oed.com/ .
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They are your garments and ye are their garments.
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Germent: Noun :a piece of clothing,. a strange shapeless garment that had once been a
jacket®d
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30: Almaany. (n.d.). Citation. In Almaany Arabic-English Dictionary. (Online ). “ FoolsBelive ” Retrieved On,
Augest24, 2026, from https://www.almaany.com/en/dict/ar-en/citation/
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"Allah is the Protector of those who have faith: from the depths of darkness He will lead

them forth into light. Of those who reject faith the patrons are the Evil Ones: from light
they will lead them forth into the depths of darkness. They will be companions of the

Fire, to dwell therein (for ever).
s
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3. In the Oxford Dictionary

Darkness: Noun: the state of being dark, without any light. After a few minutes our eyes
got used to the darkness.

Reject: verb: reject something to refuse to accept or consider something. to reject an
argument/a hypothesis/a notion/a plan.**
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37: Almaany. (n.d.). Citation. In Almaany Arabic-English Dictionary. (Online ). “ FoolsBelive ” Retrieved On,
Augest24, 2026, from https://www.almaany.com/en/dict/ar-en/citation/

38 . Almaany. (n.d.). Citation. In Almaany Arabic-English Dictionary. (Online ). “ FoolsBelive ” Retrieved On,
Augest24, 2026, from https://www.almaany.com/en/dict/ar-en/citation/
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