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Abstract

This study examines Abdullah Yusuf Ali's English translation of similes "tashbihat" in
Surah Al-Baqarah. Similes constitute a vital rhetorical device in Qur'anic discourse,
conveying meaning through vivid sensory imagery. Translating such figures across
linguistic and cultural boundaries poses significant challenges for translators of the
Qur'an. The research applies Eugene Nida's translation theories, particularly Formal
Equivalence, Dynamic Equivalence, and the Closest Natural Equivalent. It analyzes
selected simile verses from Surah Al-Bagarah, comparing the Arabic source text with
Yusuf Ali's English rendering. The study evaluates the extent to which the translation
preserves the rhetorical force, imagery, and theological nuance of the original. Classical
exegetical sources are consulted to establish the intended meaning of each simile before
assessing translational choices. Findings reveal patterns of both successful equivalence
and instances of semantic or aesthetic loss in the target text. The study concludes with
recommendations for improving Qur'anic simile translation using Nida's equivalence
framework.

Keywords: Translation, Similes, Surah Al-Baqarah, Qur’an Translation, Abdullah Yusuf
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Translation is a phenomenon that has a huge effect on everyday life. This can rangefrom

the translation of a key international treaty to the following multilingual posterthat

welcomes customers to a small restaurant near to the home of one of the authors®-
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Translation is an activity of enormous importance in the modernworld and it is a subject
of interest not only to linguists, professionaltranslators and language-teachers, but also to
electronic engineers

and mathematicians®-
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When it is said to them: 'Believe as the others believe,' they say: 'Shall we believe as the

fools believe?' Nay, of a surety they are the fools, but they do not know.
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Believe: to think that something is true, correct, or real. Example: Strangely, no one
believed us
when se told them we’d been visited by a creature from Mars. Another example that he
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When it is said to them: '‘Believe as the others believe,' they say: 'Shall we believe as the
fools believe?' Nay, of a surety they are the fools, but they do not know.
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Fool: A person whose behavior suggests a lack of intelligence, common sense, or good
judgment; a silly person, an idiot. Example: Only a fool would drive in such dangerous
weather.?¥
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Their similitude is that of a man who kindled a fire; when it lighted all around him,
Allah took away their light And left them in utter darkness. So they could not see.
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Deceitful:Full of deceit; misleading or dishonest. Example: Her deceitful behavior

ruined their trust. Kindle: To start a fire or ignite. And to arouse or inspire (emotion or
interest).

Example: The teacher kindled a love of reading in her students.
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Deaf, dumb, and blind, They will not return (to the path).
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Deaf:Unable to hear , either completely or partly. Example: She has been deaf since
birth.Dumb: (Old — fashioned or offensive ) unable to speak: (Informal) stupid or silly.

Example: That was a dumb thing to do.Blind: Not able to see. Example: she has been
blind since birth. 43
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Example: The teacher kindled a love of reading in her students.
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Or (another similitude) Is that of a rain-laden cloud From the sky: in it are zones Of
darkness, and thunder and lightning: They press their fingers in their ears To keep out the

stunning thunder-clap, The while they are in terror or death. But Allah is ever round The
rejecters of Faith!
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Rain: (Noun) Water that falls from the clouds in drops. Example: Heavy rain is forecast

for
tomorrow.*?)
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6. Almaany. (n.d.). Citation. In Almaany Arabic-English Dictionary. (Online ). “ Rain Retrieved On,
October 7, 2025, from https://www.almaany.com/en/dict/ar-en/citation/
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