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Abstract

One of the most prominent Muslim communities in North Africa, the Banu Mizab
(Mozabites) are well-known for their important contributions to Islamic civilization and
Arabic culture. They established a distinctive sociocultural system based on Ibadi Islam,
community cooperation, and economic self-sufficiency after settling in the Mizab Valley
in southern Algeria in the eleventh century CE. They created thriving urban centers,
retained the Arabic language, encouraged Islamic study, and perpetuated a rich manuscript
culture while living in a hostile desert environment. This essay explores the Banu Mizab's
historical evolution and evaluates their contributions to Arabic literature and language,
Islamic education, architecture, trade, and cultural legacy. The study comes to the
conclusion that, within the larger context of Arab-Islamic culture, the Banu Mizab offer an
exceptional paradigm of cultural preservation, sustainable urban design, and intellectual
success using historical and analytical methodologies.
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