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Abstract

This research examines the stylistic structure of mocking discourse directed at Byzantine
leadership in four poems by the Fatimid poet Abi al-Qasim Muhammad Ibn Hani al-
Andalusi, composed in the era of the Fatimid Caliph al-Mu‘izz 1i-Din Allah during the
naval campaigns against the Byzantines in the Mediterranean between 353/963 and
356/967. Since these poems represent the apex of Fatimid naval poetry, and Byzantine-
leadership mockery is a salient marker within them, the study deploys M. A. K.
Halliday's Transitivity theory as the principal analytical tool to map how the poet
structures linguistic action around the three Byzantine figures: the Domestikos
(Nikephoros Phokas IT), Manuel the commander of Rametta, and Heraclius. The research
concludes with four distinct stylistic techniques the poet uses to produce mocking
discourse, generating a cumulative effect that foregrounds the Fatimid caliphate.
Keywords: Stylistics; Transitivity Theory; Poetic Mockery; Fatimi Naval Battle Poetry;
Al-Mu‘izziyyat; Ibn Hani Al-Andalusi; The Domesticus; Nikephoros II Phokas;
Heraclius; Battle Of Ramtah; Battle Of Al-Majaz
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2l (Simpson, Paul. Stylistics: A Resource Book for Students. 2nd ed., Routledge, 2014) p. .2, “Stylistics is a
method of textual interpretation in which primacy of place is assigned to language. The reason why
language is so important to stylisticians is because the various forms, patterns and levels that constitute
linguistic structure are an important index of the function of the text.”
22 (Simpson, Paul. Stylistics: A Resource Book for Students. 2nd ed., Routledge, 2014) p. 4, “Stylistic
method should be rigorous means that it should be based on an explicit framework of analysis. To argue
that stylistic method be retrievable means that the analysis is organized through explicit terms and criteria,
the meanings of which are agreed upon by other students of stylistics. And to say that a stylistic analysis
seeks to be replicable does not mean that we should all try to copy each other’s work. It simply means that
the methods should be sufficiently transparent as to allow other stylisticians to verify them, either by testing
them on the same text or by applying them beyond that text".”
23 (Simpson, Paul. Irony: Pragmatic, Social and Legal Consequences. London: Bloomsbury Academic.
2024) chapter 1 (author’s statement of purpose). “In this book, Paul Simpson develops a comprehensive
stylistic-pragmatic framework for understanding the concept of irony and the way it functions in written
and spoken language, across different social and cultural contexts.”
24 (Halliday, M. A. K. (1994). An Introduction to Functional Grammar (2nd ed.). London: Edward Arnold)
106. “The transitivity system allows us to construe the world of experience into a manageable set of
process types”
25 (Halliday, M. A. K. (1994). An Introduction to Functional Grammar (2nd ed.). London: Edward Arnold)
p. 179. “Material clauses: processes of doing-and-happening”
26 (Halliday, M. A. K. (1994). An Introduction to Functional Grammar (2nd ed.). London: Edward Arnold)
p- 197. “Mental clauses: processes of sensing”
7 (Halliday, M. A. K. (1994). An Introduction to Functional Grammar (2nd ed.). London: Edward Arnold)
p- 210. “Relational clauses: processes of being and having”
28 (Halliday, M. A. K. (1994). An Introduction to Functional Grammar (2nd ed.). London: Edward Arnold)
p. 248. "Behavioral processes are processes of psychological and physiological process, like breathing,
coughing, smiling, dreaming ... and feeling while behavioral processes are processes of behaving or
performing an action”
2 (Halliday, M. A. K. (1994). An Introduction to Functional Grammar (2nd ed.). London: Edward Arnold)
p. 139. “Verbal processes are processes of saying, e.g. say, tell, ask, promise, praise, insult...”
30 (Halliday, M. A. K. (1994). An Introduction to Functional Grammar (2nd ed.). London: Edward Arnold)
p. 142. “..existential processes 'represent that something exists or happens' ...e.g. There's a fly in my

soup.”
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31 (Halliday, M. A. K. (1994). An Introduction to Functional Grammar (2nd ed.). London: Edward Arnold)
p. 165-178.
32 (Mukafovsky, Jan. "Standard Language and Poetic Language." In A Prague School Reader on Esthetics,
Literary Structure, and Style, edited by Paul L. Garvin. Washington: Georgetown University Press, 1964)
p-41-53.
(Shklovsky, Victor. "Art as Technique." In Russian Formalist Criticism: Four Essays, Translated and with
an introduction by Lee T. Lemon and Marion J. Reis, Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1965) p.3-24.
33 (Peter Stockwell, Cognitive Poetics: An Introduction, London Routledge, 2002.) p. 1, "Cognitive poetics
is all about reading literature. That sentence looks simple... here cognition is to do with the mental
processes involved in reading..."
34 (Peter Stockwell, Cognitive Poetics: An Introduction, London Routledge, 2002.) Chapter 7, titled
"Discourse worlds and mental spaces", pp. 91-96.
3% (Halliday, M. A. K. (1994). An Introduction to Functional Grammar (2nd ed.). London: Edward Arnold)
Pp. 190-205. A s susall 5 S 4yl Juualiads
36 (Halliday, M. A. K. (1994). An Introduction to Functional Grammar (2nd ed.). London: Edward Arnold)
PP- 205-217..453 puad) SLBUAYL sail) Loy ) 4k
37 (William Smith, A Dictionary of Greek and Roman Antiquities, John Murray : London 1875) p.332.
“Domestic, Protectores: The personal bodyguard of rulers in later eras of the Roman Empire. Composed of
two different formations, they were also called protectores et domestici. After Constantine eradicated the
old Praetorian Guard in 312 A.D., he instituted the Scholae Palatine and the protectores et domestici to
assume Praetorian duties. Constantine granted the greatest privileges of the Praetorians to the protectors
domestici, and they stood in higher rank than the scholae. Their commander was the domesticorum and
their division into smaller units followed the pattern of the scholae: 10 cohorts of around 50 men. The
protectors domestici possessed considerable social status, similar to the TRIBUNES or high-ranked officers
of the earlier years of the Empire. Their responsibilities included personal attendance to the emperor,
especially in the field. Just as the Praetorian guardsmen might have been sent on missions to the provinces,
so were the soldiers of the protectores domestici. Any possible task could be given them, from delivering
messages to governors or generals to being seconded to the staff of a Magister Militum for a period of time.
They were generally well paid.”
353 ady (1997 cwgig )l QUSI Iy (S DLl e yoe 1adoS cludl gl iEoWl 3 JoSUl Yl o) 38
(Meredith Riedel, Nikephoros Il Phokas and Orthodox Military Martyrs, i Lasl 8sdaie wBluw & Famaddl
Journal of Medieval Religious Cultures, Penn State University Press, Vol. 41, No. 2, 2015) pp. 121-147.
3 (The Cambridge history of the Byzantine Empire c. 500-1492 / edited by Jonathan Shepard. Cambridge
University Press. 2008) pp.544. “Byzantium soon began to deploy its newly enlarged armed forces in
theatres other than those for which they had originally been mobilized, notably in Sicily. Taormina fell to
the Muslims for a second time in 962. A huge Byzantine force including heavy cavalry landed on Sicily in
the autumn of 964 but was soon crushed at Rametta; the fleet was destroyed in subsequent action. An
attempt to assemble another, more modest, task force in Calabria in 965 was abortive.”
pp-564-565 “Indeed in 956, when the government in Constantinople was able to release sufficient troops
for a major expedition to Italy, the first target of that offensive was apparently Naples; however, their aim
may quite possibly have been to secure Neapolitan naval assistance against renewed Arab attacks on
Calabria. .... Byzantium was a ‘superpower’, unlike the independent south Italian states. But for its
government southern Italy was of far less moment than either the frontier in Asia Minor or the Defence of
its European provinces against the Bulgarians. For the most part the Defence of its Italian dominions were
left to local efforts, and only very occasionally could imperially troops or ships be spared in any numbers.
Even in 956 the policy was essentially defensive: to secure commitment by the Lombard princes not to
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attack Byzantine territory, to enforce effective government in that territory, and to prevent further raids on
Calabria. The one exception to this limited policy came with the launching of a large-scale expedition to
Sicily by Nikephoros II Phokas (963-9) in 964, but the disastrous defeat which resulted cannot have
encouraged further such ambitious enterprises, and renewed military operations in other theatres anyway
prevented a fresh attempt.”

40 (Peter Stockwell, Cognitive Poetics: An Introduction, London Routledge, 2002.) pp. 92-93.
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47 ( Strabo. The Geography of Strabo. Translated by H.C. Hamilton and W. Falconer, H.G. Bohn, 1854-1857.
Book Il, Chapter I, Section 1) p. 119. “From the Pillars he draws the line through the Strait of Sicily, and the
southern extremities of Peloponnesus and Attica, to Rhodes and the Gulf of Issus... ‘Through the whole of
this distance the line mentioned is drawn across the sea and adjacent continents...”
p.4.(2014nd ed., Routledge, 2Simpson, Paul. Stylistics: A Resource Book for Students. ) : ka0 48
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“Stylistic analysis attempts to provide a commentary which is objective and scientific, based on concrete
quantifiable data, and applied in a systematic way ... Stylistics makes greater claims to scientific objectivity
than does close reading, stressing that its methods and procedures can be learned and applied by all.”
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53 (MukaFovsky, Jan. "Standard Language and Poetic Language." In A Prague School Reader on Esthetics,
Literary Structure, and Style, edited by Paul L. Garvin. Washington: Georgetown University Press, 1964)
p.46.
1oy Cu Bl dunyde 3 7L gl Juoll 4dg
“...conservative criticism which considers deliberate deviations from the canon errors against the very
essence of poetry...”
54 (Halliday, M. A. K. (1994). An Introduction to Functional Grammar (2nd ed.). London: Edward Arnold)
pp. 190-205.. gai)l xS 3151 diuo g2 51,0)1 4d9
55 (Peter Stockwell, Cognitive Poetics: An Introduction, London Routledge, 2002.) Chapters 6—7. 4JT 4y
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57 (Halliday, M. A. K. (1994). An Introduction to Functional Grammar (2nd ed.). London: Edward Arnold)
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%8 (MukaFovsky, Jan. "Standard Language and Poetic Language." In A Prague School Reader on Esthetics,
Literary Structure, and Style, edited by Paul L. Garvin. Washington: Georgetown University Press, 1964)
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