| Journal of Islamic Studies ISSN P: (2790-7686)
— Vol 6 Issue 5 | May 2026

@ Al-Asr International Research { ISSN E: (2790-7694) }

Published:
May 30, 2026

The Rajaz Meter and the Craft of Didactic Narrative: A Rhythmic
Study of Ibn al-Habbariyya’s Nata’ij al-Fitna fi Nazm Kalila wa-Dimna
§ &l dulyd spgandadl 3wl deliuog syl y2x
do)legdl (Y wdindg A olai (§ didaddl LS
Mustafa Anjarwala

PhD Scholar, Department of Arabic, University of Karachi
Email: anjari470@gmail.com

Dr. Asif Saleem
Supervisor, Department of Arabic, University of Karachi
Email: asifsaleem@uok.edu.pk

Abstract

This study investigates the rhythmic architecture of Ibn al-Habbariyya’s Nata'ij al-Fitna
fi Nazm Kalila wa-Dimna (5th—6th century AH), with particular emphasis on the
functional significance of his use of the complete paired rajaz metre (al-rajaz al-tamm al-
muzdawaj) in rendering a didactic-narrative corpus into verse. The study argues that the
poet’s selection of this metrical form represents a deliberate artistic and structural choice,
shaped by the pedagogical objectives and narrative characteristics of the source material.
Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, the research combines prosodic scansion
with an examination of the narrative and rhetorical functions of rhyme and metrical
variations (zihafat). The findings demonstrate that rhythm in Nata'ij al-Fitna operates
through four interrelated levels: external metre, end rhyme, internal rhythmic patterning,
and phonetic texture. These rhythmic components work together as an integral structural
system rather than merely serving an ornamental function. The study further reveals that
rhythmic organization contributes significantly to maintaining narrative continuity,
reinforcing the didactic and mnemonic dimensions of the text, and enhancing its aesthetic
and auditory impact. Thus, the rajaz muzdawaj emerges not simply as a conventional
poetic form, but as a functional rhythmic framework particularly suited to the
transmission, organization, and memorization of didactic narrative material.

Keywords: Ibn Al-Habbariyya; Nata'ij Al-Fitna; Kalila Wa-Dimna; Rajaz Metre;
Muzdawajat; Didactic Poetry; Poetic Rhythm; Arabic Prosody
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