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Abstract

This article presents a critical and analytical review of the book The Psychology of
Mohammed written by Masud Ansari. The study aims to examine the psychological
interpretations offered by the author regarding the personality, experiences, and
leadership of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). By analyzing the arguments
presented in the book, the article evaluates the methodological approach, historical
references, and intellectual assumptions that form the basis of the author’s claims.

The research adopts a qualitative and analytical method, comparing the author’s
psychological explanations with established historical sources, classical works of Sirah
(biography of the Prophet), and the perspectives of Muslim scholars. Particular attention
is given to identifying the strengths and weaknesses of the author’s arguments, as well as
the extent to which the psychological framework applied in the book corresponds with
authentic historical evidence.

The study argues that while psychological analysis can sometimes provide insights into
historical personalities, the interpretation of prophetic experiences requires careful
consideration of religious, historical, and cultural contexts. Therefore, the article
highlights the methodological limitations and potential biases present in the book.
Ultimately, the research seeks to contribute to a balanced academic understanding of the
subject by critically evaluating the claims of the book in the light of established
scholarship.

Keywords: Psychology of Mohammed, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), Psychological
Interpretation, Critical Analysis, Strah Studies, Historical Methodology, Religious and
Cultural Context
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"According to Muir, 'physical courage, indeed, and material daring, are characteristics
which did not distinguish the prophet at any period of his career.”!
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"Now, instead of being her employee, Mohammed became the master of both Khadija’s
person and her estate... his ambitious mind began to entertain thoughts of becoming a

political entity.
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"However at her death... Mohammed indulged without restraint in a revel of sexual

debauchery, taking a multitude of wives.
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"Some who witnessed his epileptic-like fits associated with mental ecstasy merely
considered him insane... over and over again he contemplated suicide."!!
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"The rewards for obeying him were chiefly visions of a Paradise, which he cunningly

framed to satisfy the longings and dreams of the Arabs to whom he preached... scorching

heat and dryness of the land... made Arabs fond of rivers and waters'>".
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"The fourth year (614 C.E.) of his preaching was a lucky year... The conversion of
Hamza and Omar added greatly to Mohammed’s prestige... and gave Mohammed
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"Mohammed told this superstitious fabrication (variations of this story were common

throughout the Mideast...) to illustrate that although he and his doctrines might be

rejected by some men, they were held in reverence by other creatures®*"...
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embrace his teachings or face the power of his sword*”".
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"The sword" Mohammed said, "is the key to heaven and hell." On another occasion, he

stated, "Paradise is under the shadow of swords®°".
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"Mohammed reverted to the traditional Bedouin method of sustenance: banditry and the
plundering of the caravans... ordered them to begin robbing caravans®’".
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"This proves that the conversion of some of those who came to follow Mohammed was
not necessarily religious in nature, but based on worldly avarice. As it has been said in
the past... Arabs consider Islam a license to plunder*.
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"Their only motivation for conversion to Islam was the hope of acquiring booty and the
worldly comforts it could buy... Bedouins were ready to drop the new faith as quickly as
they had adopted it*".
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"The Medinan passages recommend the merciless killing, decapitation, and maiming of

non-believers... the famous verse in Sura IX: 5... is said to have canceled 124 verses that

dictate toleration and patience*¢".
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"One of the frightening aspects of the Koran... is the absolute authority it has ascribed to
its 'Allah.’ This monster, invented by Mohammed for his own interest*"...

& Lo 1Z FE 2o Pt S S et Gt ) sl bp 36 3 S 3ok TG $6 TS S K e
:+cafgofgu?+ﬁ/6(31¢15&&@&l

50c b I8 Eowd (35553
"-Lébf(,ﬂﬁa/dﬁ‘/”"
-nt{%nlp;!uﬁﬁzbafﬁ/ Vsl Gisi #L "Monster" = Is & betberfens?

WAL ARG e Lt §

Mal gy 0dd e o3l (“"'JT "
" I g e L S e U Uk I "
;rL’L"(f//;l‘j"/"(éuglLlr’)ca/yﬁd/u‘l/},é‘gd}jccz;/‘l{(ﬁﬁbﬂ)fﬁ g;uﬁul;{'l,w;d/ébjﬁlé.&‘”

Ubbssinsh s BRI A S e S E S B L3509 S 6o o (s

U S AUttt a e s sl

47:/The Phychology Of Muhammad <~ ($As- *
156: 31 70 °
5999: e dif 1o 1422155 Sres 2B 1E U Pt Bl *)



0 Al-Asr Internation.al Rese.arch ISSN E: (2790-7694)
m ' Journal of Islamic Studies ISSN P: (2790-7686)

Vol 5 Issue 2 (April-June) 2025

|

Published:
June 30, 2025

Jﬁ&f}(}ﬁ(&bu}l{k!md}”rw

"...It becomes apparent as one reads the Koran that Mohammed is not happy to be equal
of Allah. He would like to be considered above him... Mohammed puts himself above
Allah and on behalf of Allah he orders his followers to send blessings on him>?
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Mohammed... taught the Muslims that the means to achieve an Islamic world was by the
divine precept 'Jihad.' a continuous Holy War that commands the Muslims to force people
to convert to Islam by the dint of the sword>®".
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"The Holy Koran never considered males and females as equal human beings... Verse 11
of Sura XLII regards women as merely a necessity for procreation and a sexual toy>”".
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"As I shall explain in chapter five of this book, in several hadith Mohammed has clearly
ordained the death punishment for apostates... In the Koran, also Islam condemns
apostasy and assigns grievous penalty for those who apostatize®".
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"An 'infidel' is a person who does not accept the superstitions that Mohammed preached
on behalf of his self-made Allah. Why should his head be smitten...? Because he does not
participate in the religious battles (terrorist raids)®¢"...
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In Islam, no transaction between married couples is easier than divorce. The Koran gives
absolute power to the man to repudiate his wife unilaterally at his discretion®®"...
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Mohammed ordered their hands and feet to be cut off as punishment for their thievery

Prophet ordered hot irons to be drawn across their eyes, and when they asked for water, it
was not given to them and they died”".
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"In the Islamic justice system, the functions of the jury, defense lawyer, prosecutor, and
judge are all relegated into the hands of a mullah, called 'the Islamic judge,' whose verdict
is peremptory. ..no other religion enjoins its followers to commit crime. It is so
interesting to note that in the Koran, Allah incites a group of His followers to murder..."”
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