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Abstract

This study explores istihsan as an important juristic principle in Islamic legal theory, with
special reference to the four Sunni schools of law. It particularly examines the Hanafi
conception of istihsan as a structured method of legal preference through which an
apparent analogy may be set aside in favor of a stronger proof, custom, necessity, or
public interest. The article also investigates the positions of the Maliki, Shafi‘i, and
Hanbali schools, highlighting their areas of agreement and disagreement regarding the
authority, scope, and limits of istihsan. The study argues that istihsan, when grounded in
valid legal evidence and the higher objectives of the Shari‘ah, is not an arbitrary personal
preference but a disciplined juristic mechanism that secures justice, ease, and social
relevance in legal reasoning.

Keywords: Istihsan, Islamic Legal Theory, Hanafi School, Maliki School, Shafi‘l
School, Hanbali School, Qiyas, Maslahah, Custom, Legal Reasoning

Nyt
L@}/,l‘bpﬁu‘;wlﬂg;;./uf;,fJz./’l;&,/'u";fd/'éé‘tmjf”.é_ux??wc‘;n&yﬂu:é/m(ﬁidm
kf,fc;.}:?}”dl/:uff/"’“‘gﬂ:LJIJQ:%/X;/L&CWI:/-CZ_..{I;J:&Vd}k&dld&l-&)l&{f@i/r‘jd)@

C%L:fdméug/?w(oﬁ“"gcw,ﬁ‘_j/‘Jf;id}uugwz_ffévéi/ﬁwgdréggﬁwq/réléuﬁ}


mailto:jmaatisb@gmail.com
mailto:dr.mhasib@uog.edu.pk

Journal of Islamic Studies ISSN P: (2790-7686)
Vol 6 Issue 2 (April-June) 2026

@ Al-Asr International Research { ISSN E: (2790-7694) }

|

Published:
May 17, 2026

/,igﬁ"fﬁﬁLJILJ&.-&LZ!JI}‘U#%}{,J!L,}@f,,e‘g-fgd,é"/?/)ébﬁidﬂl}‘?ugfub?iuﬁd}/;ﬁ
&Lﬁ@]ﬁlédﬂxi,ﬁfuu?u;qu?&lu’l_gul}dxﬁjcivLm}u‘f?‘aa’_,;mmg/génu:ygébs/
-‘a.L.)/JL}‘gﬂca(pﬁ/

K:,GUl'S!dijIJngLguﬁgzgLuiuﬁ,vg/l,’ﬁuhc,jfd/u’luﬁ&}:ﬁ:(&’»d/léuir(ﬁ”dﬁub’?luﬁJ&’»ﬁ/{j

YV U S Ty

uiu/s;fcugﬁwaﬁuﬁ&wgfé}d;ww%/)JWufger%Q;/u}f)ungu/iJ(@’Kut,»?ic/l;&uu’é’
uﬁr‘d;ﬁJ/’JJg]d}u’fouL?lLufj/l&} f%;,dﬁ_nxi’;)”uyyqvo;g;:dfug;z%v/@@/ﬁ;
151413l e g LGIE Jod tocdosSen s f

20 /Mﬂg}%ﬁ-é]d;ww& ‘LL’J‘f? Bod o p e NS S fpediibi L L& S 1t B AU
Lt nelfe et 3 ub?l;n;l/;ur’d/u/(lu’gf%(}np"” ;‘//;ivégfd/g,gﬂfd;aru?
& P e s P LK

BRI B L s il
fuﬁ’dir4JvydﬁwJ’;ﬂ?b/uz/“ul,é.;i’.tad’uwuufuu?uu:@'”d,b;o.ié(a150—»80)3;10!.1(1.1
U5 o Tt oer e S1oe P Ao o sl Col 3 ez P IE &

N[eatsr§Fotie UG Cir P o ol use/ Ao UGS BIS SF T P T "



Journal of Islamic Studies ISSN P: (2790-7686)
Vol 6 Issue 2 (April-June) 2026

@ Al-Asr International Research { ISSN E: (2790-7694) }

|

Published:
May 17, 2026

2 G L e e i 5 S LU 1 L i S (S W e3P 17
Sttt &;)J;IL[,/?/:'/IJ#U!L‘Zf(umi:wgy,lruu"ﬁgg :ozu“éul_+&nd%/4u;)g&f’/,uu’/‘/"d}
I3[ et S

AL E i B

WazSail et S UG
s LJ/E‘&K‘Jﬁz9w;£u€é&4quudﬁw K16 P u?‘9dﬂuﬂ|qquggaug

o T Ao S et s 2 W AB o g L1 f LG S A By (Ol 1L ABE
B3l

QEJJJG’.AJ/

" Qe e A1 P Lo U g B 1S e Poe Sy S 2
Plea G oede 39 LTS mionfE JO1B FEUT Y2 P oS PP B Ubhe 5

/.:’L}l(y]é}

A2 15 40T 0 S8 Vg el 40 AT e e dE AUt g TP € 2 i Bt 1 LT S

J15[-"g5% b 2T § 8 (o B3"

«C;_HOPU:"L.K/%'&;}}LC’/U”U&’/”‘C[—KG{.U/";/}’;/J}fﬂé—kﬁi(:?‘l?é-/)’f’c)/({&’.{;‘fé‘;tﬂr}p‘c—up"éu’
L w!l fﬂagﬁﬁ-gﬁﬁw;@d/ub}’lo/?’wuprngMl,g:J)uféf«'g}f&JI/AIJUJ’IJQdﬁWLfKuL{Z

113][8] [6]-LLU’:?Z'L-'Ldlilgl;ai’r’lul‘w‘;g{/&yu;/uL}ﬂJ_d;J/|



Journal of Islamic Studies ISSN P: (2790-7686)

@ Al-Asr International Research { ISSN E: (2790-7694) }

f

Vol 6 Issue 2 (April-June) 2026
Published:
May 17, 2026
B ey

S St ls S I S It AU

~ I\
g;/i}}”gﬁfgﬁﬂi%ﬁw‘JJuLJwWﬁq}f(}”u/c,L/Ju?ugg?u?yul}/:w.:’/ﬁuﬁ,/w
PRIV E g L3 et oA A

g

S ee e b i St Jo ST QWA onJ IS Lo S s T =50 el
12[-b

FLLd,

S8 e deFul furLen pei§l gl estom, pd LA e ctb 2 LYF S
15[ QAU cesS it fpeeal f S b/ 1 o g stids?I Pt sii S P s
Jl«‘d;lf})ial.ﬁu."‘)

e AL =3P /“L;»/,;‘:)"‘éwc‘_mé;f UDEILeL GG 6 B v P S npdr = UE S -
13[-srrtensl

AL L

A ST R BN s

LS Uy FEAFS s



Journal of Islamic Studies ISSN P: (2790-7686)
Vol 6 Issue 2 (April-June) 2026

@ Al-Asr International Research { ISSN E: (2790-7694) }

|

Published:
May 17, 2026

Jids I of dygpe dl ol edye ] ol cdin 5531 Guld rgo ] sl g oo Jgaad) 10l
13[-"oe>

e RS PEI6F LUE e SN Lo e Gt 7

<3sC bgrtip b FINL S~
_uUz’u‘;f;:‘afuéf/“u‘l‘_,QuL»?ifgvnrﬁcuu_Jusﬁ;/;u‘c,/,ﬁr.ﬁ/(fqg
:ujﬂfj»zru

J4[-"89.00) 53T Jds S J] JAI (S e Jgaadl 98 Ol

Uil el o2 Fomiifr Lo e Foredo sl et i utcy P U
g0

(U S SPLE S G Bu st G molonbr s LS AN L Sox s 2 U
J17[-"0Ys i 931 23 uld J) yalall el 253 Ol

I AL 22 bW 23 ST E TSI S TG S Ll

e §S B e L 7,

U A M U e

‘a”éiuynéuggtﬁm“ﬂ. .

-k Sz tolinternal corrective principle within giyas SFI£,
urelS s P

15[-" e s e (s S @i 58 Ol

) V’[ ﬁwgzc‘-énd}updf s Bl E U e SN Sl S c,@/ 5 b P -
Ut A FI Bl

12[-" 4o (S 531 g8 S Lolidll 2,5 9 Oluwowiu!



Journal of Islamic Studies ISSN P: (2790-7686)
Vol 6 Issue 2 (April-June) 2026

@ Al-Asr International Research { ISSN E: (2790-7694) }

|

Published:
May 17, 2026

e PSP S e Sod I FeA 1 3 S b Sl

At LS b L8200 FESEAST S LG o LA P o S ey
16.- "3,8U5 dxlims 31 8)9 5 of Jud 1 die S931 92 Lo ] poled)] 1,5 5 Ol
e st fen P S e F ok se N2 203 PSS E B S Ll F

i 200 S ¥1(l=# Chierarchy of evidences ,ﬁ.ﬂ”dﬂf'!‘;ug“_}//ub?!uwi:)fueru

-

IJ/‘LL"}'ZSBLJI-‘L

TP e
< “stronger legal evidence selection mechanism” Lo

et /’d/ practical justice S rigid analogical framework I 559 o
S et L ARl uu?nifw/@wwﬁ”;gnru

J18[-"zy=dl o)) e $931 Juds azrge ] ol azge 3= Joall 98 Oluxiwadl"
L wate fenFon e 122 bW 203 PSS S EEL UG S Ll F
F ST PEAFINL S 4

(hardship removaDg, } 18/

et F U e Ui

o Sl o Blare B0 lialie B sl

@ & Ugw bl B Jos gl cdgew Gludl 4 o

—e x4 Ut “legal mercy principle” WlFIUlz o Ses s

cl SoiSeind s A S8 e L Aetle U
]19[-"daduall 28)9 penitll g1y Jubs ) oledd! 25 Ol

QS ezt (T2 eI 203 PSS 5 S G S el 5



Journal of Islamic Studies
Vol 6 Issue 2 (April-June) 2026

ISSN P: (2790-7686)

o

Al-Asr International Research { ISSN E: (2790-7694) }

Published:
May 17, 2026
ML LS5

S esdel P e
< “practical legal facilitation” A

L et f

user-friendly legal system

e v A edar B e B8 U et/ b £

e 51 p o S F

EACpirad® pl 2 8 PS K528 P s S 23 S T I Lt o1
8 AES SIS s Ltblon st L JAB ]G ASAL S serte Gos” PG L6 o i
12[-" s skl 4 Blgwdl § Joladll 4 5y ot " fLAF

o uguﬁxuﬂf el 232 G112

16[-"69¢l Je Y cdmbianll @i e (pu0 Oluains]

e G AP U I P iz Qe S I s

N FINL A

/U-‘Lj;<<"_d'llm.>;‘mfl&[wulcdfr,::J.JlJ FFd Juw?c@h/'uf{fu,;j:/u(:é‘Jﬂé_:ﬁtru
el g o Ad e Iut sdl

17[-"dxzly dduan) wlidll gaidoe Hy5 o8 Luie Olusuiwd

e TS fe Btk S s e B St f

1t S gt LI s L nl et g G Te

122[-" £ Juol ezl Y (2l do )l dbiaall aaids Lo J] yalall Gubdll g Jadall 92 Olusdl"



Journal of Islamic Studies ISSN P: (2790-7686)
Vol 6 Issue 2 (April-June) 2026

@ Al-Asr International Research { ISSN E: (2790-7694) }

f(

Published:
May 17, 2026

DB E NS f S0 B e St I 2 o 2T p S G A6 2l F
S b P A AFINL

M}ﬁ/;fl’” °
M;(;W’L(f;flkuéu/(ujg o
ST ‘LaJchontrolled rational tool iy L3Iy 7

Py el
u});lfﬁﬁ'buwd/:«%;‘jo
-yl (balance between flexibility and textual authority) ¢/t drifie U

éuméﬂumwglﬁd/L.vz/“é]d;wéf_,eI“MfumMJ,/,/XL/L,Lf/;af‘”/:,g}?&uu?if';ﬁbfru
18]S fEosin

ot ST JLJ VL e L FI ,z;dfuﬁd /Jw)uu,giu.j/( el

120[-"akalls 3819 ¢ 4l duoliey 3390 98 Lo J] Sl Cergo e gaall 92 Oluomiwal"

i s Lacee L enl 222 WWE 210 p 3B 26 L K S 5

e gl S F I L A

=Bl (e facl o

GPAT DI i o

1Oy ui‘/g JLI ‘amf l;cw-%&&maqasid-driven legal reasoning g uf’ —F U’;’ u‘; SFIy /7 -
e F s G LT Swis o use

LS et iy L B AR i 21 I

121[-"doxx)y dbias (> 51 Buie g3 S (old (e A83e dodias @uuds 92 Olusiwd!"

L S PP TS e S Sy B e S e



Journal of Islamic Studies ISSN P: (2790-7686)
Vol 6 Issue 2 (April-June) 2026

@ Al-Asr International Research { ISSN E: (2790-7694) }

|

Published:
May 17, 2026

Z‘LD{/ structure m&fmaqvguu? 1ug£731ﬂ1

(particular benefit) =287 de (general rule) v y“f .
<t (consequences) Ji 4 dedsl o
ST

“principle of contextual exception for higher utility”

- tuli, flexible contextualism &=L rigid universalism U3« U7 et /U&7 U

P e, Lulﬁ’l(djlﬁru

et it 2 e I F 5B SIS U R B Ak p R

:LLJ)”. et (UI_+J BN Al i AT F3 1S9 P 0 S g 5

19[-"g5% A audiand (p0

eIVl G

e s IS, UR it FNFS Ut UG mblateciv T fker 7 Lo 2 L3 LEE
Sl il st ;lr;:mﬁ;uﬁ,,tlﬁ'“i Lu)‘fd} J/;.’y&lJUL?VLuil,@/g'/_baﬁﬁw,g/%'g/d}u
9[-~

A g G A e g JIE (P S b end

P e AL JFKEIS

:uj&@ny’(u-y?gfud,uuﬂ;f@uﬁﬁ‘wé,;w65 CL

J10[-"dgao 548 ize Judo e Gise 05 08 39350 Olawmrianl S (s

WO & BE S b e )



Journal of Islamic Studies ISSN P: (2790-7686)
Vol 6 Issue 2 (April-June) 2026

@ Al-Asr International Research { ISSN E: (2790-7694) }

|

Published:
May 17, 2026

4 I e85 2 F L

nf G4§ DAty 2 2 F o s
Jf)a..“/,;”é;&/vdf)“u:mL/Cw//;?’”wgfuu?u‘gu:fﬂfw PN oy¥ u’&lu"",@“bs,/' J@Lﬁ(u
U L FRTE ALt SEIIFE 3P e n L7 15

izt L S AL S e KE A G E S BT

3> 565 981 Judo I OF 0ly «dbb 9¢d Jds e JI JJWI g Jgdadl (g OF O] Olusiwdl"
123[-"Jgs2e
gf/}?/.}/d/g)g;d}u&)(frjidgr%jgo}?Ll?EfCZ/J/J’/JIU/KLJ’{}/,?"{/()’}?},/J’{}U/KI}?uﬁ'@AJl/’ﬂluL}"i
RGP (Y

:Latftfftﬁuﬁuiufl,»/&u/uu%uyi&T

o o

S gs o
U ah 51 o
S ‘Lmi 5o "« methodological refinement ﬂivguﬁ,ﬁdﬂtﬁﬁ -

-9&/ Ui F- L 2 “epistemic validity” $u1.6 Sy A
-t revidence-based preference mechanism K Sesnz FLINF Iy

otz g E S e SN nZ JE FE S FE S AL E I

old pine Jool e ol Lo Laly e Jus o &) it Y Lo ] Qi) JUasl (2801 slye "
124[-"13935

-uﬁ"}»/unﬁ@{,dﬂl}”u/(ﬁu’grn,«’u?r‘gﬁ)J;é:’/d/u'?‘LUL}’MJ/%JE‘g}/éub}’iadfgﬁ};@ru

:ujZJ&VJﬂ(wa Lu’l-%&/ 41 /interpretive clarification Sl Bt F ,J}w



Al-Asr International Research ISSN E: (2790-7694)

Journal of Islamic Studies ISSN P: (2790-7686)
Vol 6 Issue 2 (April-June) 2026

2

Published:
May 17, 2026

u?uﬁ’ “absolute rejection” Ji;!ﬁm; Gf»u .1

¢ “unstructured reasoning” JPI#11 .2

%JJJG'D:‘C)'&{,J{J 3

terminological and methodological £i./ J§ = “substantive contradiction” ¥ it & e of o

-e /7 Uidifference

=i b Pl e

:ujsz,uﬁw_gfgdﬁz,/kLé’d;t,‘;eu”}‘ Ll & Ut 7o g LS o B F
J11[-"glazYl of el Calls- o] 39350 L] « ML 139350 Gud OlweiasdI"

-nJML&&l&fﬁg;;) LIS See S 203 b A

3Pl 1L Lul_gr/ 5 i»smethodological boundary Al LI ,ﬁd!"&fb Jr,(i!ﬁ B!
S e SIS L7 e fL

n;r:u?cd”gdu .
o LeAllzain e
:uu?uu:ﬁyf%w’av;ﬂ;/u,;m

,ﬁ;dﬂw‘ b¥ “condition-based validation” & ui” “absolute rejection”

A -By Pt SUre s « VY (}J 4+# Zcontrolled interpretive tool (.41 = 2 L1y
—e b AP S

Lo /”;//;4(5 P s UG 26 i S /2_(5 o

112[-" el Olusidll (o 0550 Bl Cayal) (ulidll 2539 B p38 qublge (§ yall e s £ 50!

-ﬁ.mut,?;.;//;u/J/“)uJaffugas,ujf/,u‘+&f4.5/4auw:.c,/.w“/“



Journal of Islamic Studies ISSN P: (2790-7686)
Vol 6 Issue 2 (April-June) 2026

@ Al-Asr International Research { ISSN E: (2790-7694) }

|

Published:
May 17, 2026

< T8 F6 qudid b S F IS et/ S UL 36 a1 it £l S B KE

(customary validity) < #%f .1
(contextual change of rulings) &/ /35 2
(consequences-based reasoning) =l .3

=i Qe 22 5L U7 et isocio-legal adaptation mechanism £k o M/u“""’ F lFiul,
~e FukTAA L

WAL LA

16[-" ine dye ol cdxluan ol cByg o e (20 Lo 98 9 el Gluwsind!

-‘L»“E/U'M,@UJJ’J‘U?JJJ‘JUL}’U:@IWEK
-M‘f'l?{,d/ﬁ"kc;ﬁ"”:;«/}/:?%uuL-;WC;/ﬁ”
:LL(,/ ¢ 4triple foundation theory ng&’drﬁd/ LIl Li,‘fw(u

(necessity) w5~ o
(public interest) = o
(custom) S/

ZI‘LV}'ZC‘;D:%ALJ?“L&/(”) framework dfuf.,gu/uu?w"””,
-< structured legal reasoning process _{Ufuﬁ“ Lud";biﬂéf oL
SUG Sl S U 4o+ £ “Shariah-compliant flexibility” <o S M Al KT Li‘fu.i

‘{‘ubﬁuﬂ
e QuF a5 SFL U

e WS NN L L o i =P P UL T puneatbly o 26 FIU L Mo >
1713]-c- 6w fo aed? . o2 & S



0 Al-Asr Internation.al Rese.arch ISSN E: (2790-7694)
m' Journal of Islamic Studies ISSN P: (2790-7686)

Vol 6 Issue 2 (April-June) 2026

|

Published:
May 17, 2026

f.,e‘w_éuéLé/‘“_&g&{.dﬂiﬂl-%u’::,lb‘.a';ulum:z,ubﬂl.ﬁ.ﬂufﬁﬁgc;1ﬁdu?$1fl,J/Lamr)”/?lam
S L F 1z s

St [ s O3S B e I LIJBIEEE L7 L) e A i SIS L 51 2o
UEE A A1 s p Sl ST S ok Ay [ 13] L0 b U JE G 1 g 2
14[-cJ7

e

(BT EOS s & b

-‘prﬁtff/‘?/,ucw‘}y..{tu:f,ﬁuu?u 1
_Lab/?"/_J"”;;hgﬂﬁf.}/‘Ja;idfﬂ.ujwﬁsﬂlbl‘%&w 2

ez b U e P § S e rakl st B3 3
-‘L]}(//?UL}lJ‘A/:;/}"E‘Jué,ﬁ.uj;/?u&lyﬁd/d}aru 4

e PEL L g lniG gk Sl w5

PRSI L e ezss o Pl b bs SN B 6
e U QU Ay o SO St e A b $E L a5 T

.«

<6
l{é_l/Lf.;,é{_(ﬂ;/:lcb;t:ﬁt?&;/i}d%;/’%gjfﬁJ;;;al-ﬁ‘_&ﬁrw;&y@g/51(51_%[{?ng.‘55Jr"lu’ﬂ/lutff!
Lui e o1 unpi§F el Ub 2 L7 ‘g_df;ﬁa4df)/,uf’vguu?;u:@’ & s
WALl P i Mot s 2 e Jeip e L e SCdS IR A S et 2

Pl Lot f S P uc2e Mokl S0P LIS S CL-JM()L‘”:/Z.UUJ!;'M&J{,ZZ// Sl
w1 L G BINF 1V e S pE St It fato bl p e Fued & _;‘/mfudz') Y

e Qe BT e b Ut 15



Al-Asr Internatlon.al Rese.arch ISSN E: (2790-7694)
Journal of Islamic Studies ISSN P: (2790-7686)

Vol 6 Issue 2 (April-June) 2026

Published:
May 17, 2026

= JiP

29174662002 _Ftss e e FE P EIN A 1rep s 1]
1137676441281 137 5.2000 20 t5: s 81 Az BELaBigr o A il e JLHI[2]
100£2:210:208:2067 119933 Mutsizs g” Aol il s (3]
3202000 1T e i fan el el oy Pus S [4]
2580282005 1T bsi s bandlU sl of A1l oy 21 SB[ S]
3023002061995 st s oA 214 . ko[ 6]
1217122004 s /whw)’zy,ﬁj il i [7]
1050748200453 Hutsies s Bisdis v o 71 W8]

-509:5077 1995 M1 s et Mo Rospir 445 E1[9)]
-341u“2a:2003‘zz}ﬂt.,,ﬂfmz.m/grdflflf‘d‘f‘}l:jcﬂj,« bl di#[10]
447 20201 101994 a7 Btz e }’l;hz,-,; P s il i s e[11]
‘202m3z~,‘u:)w._,4fu:’}:rw Jk Jlerd oA e12]
11240228 P st taasn vl i o A13]

1050720043 Hutsis PGl dilaggece 3o Sl [ 14]
_78:224628:4.49185:23 T A[15]

11994 i P12 148 20 cagih T AL 16

2000es ez 011528 TP L Leifasi ol Sos 17

1999es 3 100 1 187 A s 118

1984 F s 1223 B3t 55,719

2003 s 2z P TAS A LT 6T 120

1998 e e 10972803 Predh 121

20045 [.‘/@umlzu‘lz,‘ﬂ@mﬂ I3 e 122

2003z ez I 0122 1 f AL I3y 41123

et 289 P N3G T ASAID Qe 7 24



