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Abstract:

This study investigates the representation of Iraq in travel literature through a
comparative examination of Islamic and Western narratives, highlighting how the country
emerges as a culturally significant and symbolically layered landscape. Far from being
portrayed merely as a geographical setting, Iraq appears in these accounts as a dynamic
arena where religious heritage, intellectual traditions, and civilizational depth intersect.
Islamic travelers—such as al-Muqaddasi, Yaqut al-Hamawi, and Ibn Battiita—
approached Iraq from within its cultural and spiritual milieu. Their narratives depict cities
like Baghdad, Najaf, Kufa, and Basra as vibrant centers of scholarship, religious life, and
social interaction, reflecting a sense of belonging and shared cultural memory.
Conversely, Western travelers of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries—such as
Carsten Niebuhr, James Buckingham, and Gertrude Bell—often articulated their
observations through an Orientalist framework. Their writings juxtaposed admiration for
Iraq’s ancient civilizations with critiques of its contemporary conditions, thereby
contributing to stylized and sometimes reductive images of the East.

By employing a comparative analytical method, the study demonstrates how each
tradition constructed distinct cultural meanings and symbolic representations of Iraq. It
concludes that travel literature is essential for understanding the formation of cultural
perception and historical identity, positioning Iraq as a pivotal crossroads where
civilizations and worldviews converge.

Keywords: Iraq, Travel Literature, Islamic Travel Narratives, Western Travel Writing,
Orientalism, Cultural Representation, Civilizational Identity, Comparative Analysis
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