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Abstract:

The Battle of the Trench (also known as the Battle of the Confederates) marked a
decisive turning point in the defense of Medina and the evolution of Islamic military
strategy. When a powerful alliance of the Quraysh and various Arab tribes attempted to
besiege Medina, Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) introduced an unprecedented
defensive measure: the digging of a trench around the exposed parts of the city. This
innovative strategy, unfamiliar in traditional Arab warfare, effectively halted the enemy’s
advance and shifted the balance of power in favor of the Muslims. The failure of the
confederate forces demonstrated the growing strength of the Islamic state and ended
Quraysh military dominance. Internally, the battle exposed the weakness of the
hypocrites while strengthening unity and morale among the believers. Thus, the Trench
became a lasting symbol of strategic planning, collective effort, and defensive
preparedness in Islamic military thought.
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