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Abstract

This paper explores the marital rights of women in Islam, highlighting their importance
within the Islamic legal framework. Central to these rights are the principles of consent,
financial support (nafaqa), equitable treatment in polygamous marriages, and the right to
initiate divorce (khula). The Qur'an and Hadith serve as foundational texts that articulate
these rights, promoting justice and mutual respect within marital relationships.

Despite these provisions, the practical realization of women's marital rights often faces
significant challenges due to cultural interpretations and societal norms that can
undermine legal entitlements. This study delves into the historical context of these rights
and examines contemporary issues that women encounter in various Islamic
communities, revealing a gap between legal theory and practice.

Key areas of focus include the impact of cultural traditions on women's autonomy, the
role of education and awareness in asserting these rights, and the potential for reform
within legal systems. By analyzing case studies and existing legal frameworks, the
research aims to highlight the need for ongoing advocacy and reform to ensure that
women's marital rights are effectively upheld.

Ultimately, this paper calls for a comprehensive understanding of women's rights in Islam
that transcends cultural limitations, promoting gender equity and empowerment within
Muslim societies.

Keywords: Marital Rights, Women in Islam, Consent, Financial Support (Nafaqa),
Polygamy, Divorce (Khula), Cultural Interpretations, Gender Equity, Legal Reform
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