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Abstract

The principles of peace, war, and treaties in the Prophetic foreign policy constitute a
balanced and comprehensive system founded upon moral values, justice, wisdom, and
respect for humanity. Under the leadership of Prophet Muhammad (), the State of
Madinah presented a model of international relations that was not merely a political
strategy but an ethical and ideological framework in which the use of force was
considered a last resort and peace was given fundamental priority. A prominent principle
of the Prophetic foreign policy was that war was never an objective in itself; rather, it was
a means for defense, the elimination of oppression, and the establishment of peace.
Therefore, accepting offers of reconciliation from opponents, showing kindness to
prisoners of war, protecting non-combatants, and honoring treaties were clearly
manifested in practice. In this policy, treaties were given extraordinary importance
because the system of agreements was regarded as a fundamental pillar for building trust,
ensuring political stability, and achieving long-term peace, as reflected in the various
treaties concluded with tribes and states. Another significant aspect of the Prophetic
strategy was that ethical boundaries could not be violated even in wartime; hence,
harming women, children, the elderly, religious figures, and places of worship was
strictly prohibited, a principle that remarkably corresponds with modern international
humanitarian law. Similarly, religious tolerance was promoted in foreign relations, and
followers of different faiths were granted freedom to practice their beliefs, which
strengthened state stability and social harmony. An important dimension of the Prophetic
foreign policy was also the maintenance of balance between power and peace—that is,
force could be demonstrated, when necessary, but its purpose was not to create fear;
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rather, it was to ensure peace. Diplomacy was given exceptional importance within this
system: envoys were honored, and relations were established internationally through
letters and communication, demonstrating that dialogue and engagement were preferred
over conflict. Furthermore, adherence to treaties was treated as a moral obligation, and
breach of agreements was avoided even when the opposing party appeared temporarily
weak, thereby establishing a high standard of global trust-building. Thus, the Prophetic
foreign policy presents an integrated system of peace orientation, defensive warfare,
ethical restraint, treaty loyalty, and respect for human dignity, which proved successful in
its own time and continues to serve as a practical and guiding model for contemporary
international relations, particularly in an era marked by power imbalances, armed
conflicts, and political mistrust. There is a clear need for scholarly work on this subject,
and in view of this necessity, the present study has been undertaken.

Keywords: Prophetic Foreign Policy, Peace Principles, War Ethics, Treaty Obligations,
Diplomacy, Religious Tolerance
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