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Abstract

Dr. Mufti Muhammad Mazhar Farid Shah was born on 22 July 1964 in Sahiwal into a
distinguished scholarly and spiritual family renowned for its long-standing contributions
to Islamic learning, religious leadership, and spiritual guidance. He belongs to a lineage
that has played a pivotal role in shaping religious thought and da‘wah activities in the
region. His father, Farid-ul-Asr, the eminent Qur’anic exegete Allama Pir Abu al-Nasr
Manzoor Ahmad Shah, was widely recognized as an outstanding scholar of his era, a
powerful preacher of Islam, and famously known as the “Conqueror of Christianity” for
his scholarly engagement with comparative religion. Growing up in an environment
deeply rooted in the love of the Qur’an and Sunnah, devotion to the Prophet Muhammad,
and a strong sense of service to Islam, Dr. Muhammad Mazhar Farid Shah developed an
early inclination toward study, teaching, and intellectual inquiry. His primary education
began at Government Primary School, Mohalla Jallianwala, followed by Government
High School, Sahiwal. After completing middle education, he consciously turned toward
formal religious studies and enrolled at Jamia Faridia Sahiwal, where he undertook the
initial stages of Dars-e-Nizami and impressed his teachers with his intellectual aptitude.
He later pursued advanced religious education at Jamia Khair-ul-Ma‘ad, Multan Sharif,
where he spent three years in rigorous academic and spiritual training, gaining
proficiency in logic, Arabic grammar, jurisprudence, and principles of Hadith. He further
benefited from prominent scholars in major academic centers such as Karachi, Lahore,
and Islamabad. In 1989, after completing Dars-e-Nizami, he returned to Sahiwal to
formally begin his scholarly career. Alongside religious education, he consistently valued
modern academics, completing Matriculation and F.A. with distinction from the Multan
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Board, followed by B.A. and M.A. in Islamic Studies from Bahauddin Zakariya
University, Multan. He later earned M.Phil. and Ph.D. degrees from Allama Igbal Open
University, Islamabad. His M.Phil. research focused on a comparative study of Islamic
and Pakistani Christian inheritance law, while his doctoral dissertation examined a
comparative analysis of the objectives of Shariah in the works of Imam al-Shatibi and
Shah Wali Allah. He has authored more than fifty scholarly works on diverse Islamic
subjects, reflecting his strong research orientation and academic depth.

Keywords: Dr. Mufti Muhammad Mazhar Farid Shah, Islamic Scholarship, Dars-E-
Nizami, Comparative Religion, Inheritance Law (Islamic and Christian), Magasid Al-
Shariah, Jamia Faridia Sahiwal, Bahauddin Zakariya University, Allama Igbal Open
University
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