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Abstract

The concept of kitman al-shahddah—the concealment or withholding of
testimony—occupies a significant position within Islamic legal and ethical
thought. Classical jurists have regarded truthful testimony as a collective moral
duty essential for upholding justice, protecting individual rights, and maintaining
social order. This research examines the doctrinal foundations of the prohibition
against concealing testimony in the Qur’an, Hadith, and classical jurisprudence,
highlighting its ethical, legal, and societal implications. The study then explores
how this principle applies to contemporary contexts, including modern judicial
systems, financial transactions, workplace ethics, digital documentation, and
whistleblowing in public institutions. By analyzing these modern scenarios
through the lens of Islamic legal maxims, the paper demonstrates how the
prohibition of concealing testimony remains relevant in addressing corruption,
ensuring transparency, and promoting accountability in present-day Muslim
societies. The research concludes that kitman al-shahadah is not only a religious
injunction but also a timeless ethical framework that can significantly contribute
to strengthening justice systems and fostering moral integrity in contemporary
governance and social interactions.
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