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Abstract

The Indian subcontinent has been home to many towering personalities, and in its
early history, a remarkable figure emerged who later came to be known as
Maulana Muhammad Ali Johar. His religious, political, journalistic, and national
services are of immense value. This research presents an overview of Maulana
Muhammad Ali Johar's religious and national contributions. Maulana Muhammad
Ali Johar was a personality who, while adhering to Islamic principles, selflessly
served the Indian independence movement, the Khilafat Movement, and the
Pakistan Movement. He played a pivotal role in shaping the social, political, and
particularly the religious landscape during a challenging era, a legacy that is
remembered to this day. Maulana's goal was to unite the Muslim Ummah on the
issues of the Khilafat Movement and the freedom struggle, for which he worked
tirelessly day and night. Notably, he not only strongly supported Hindu-Muslim
unity against British colonialism but also steadfastly advocated for it. During the
research, his scholarly contributions were also highlighted, particularly through
his newspapers Comrade and the weekly Hamdard. These publications, along
with the articles published in them, served as platforms to promote religious
reform, educational awareness, and national consciousness. Through these
writings, he also outlined principles that could bring the nation and the
community together. Through his speeches, writings, and political efforts, he
demonstrated a balance between his religious convictions and national sentiments.
His endeavors left a profound and lasting impact on the history of South Asia.
The findings of the study reveal that his legacy continues to influence discussions
on the intersection of faith, identity, and political struggle even today.
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“Represents a great ganglion in the nerves of society, or to vary the figure, a
strategic point in the campaign of history, and part of his greatness consists in
being there.” “And Maulana Muhammad Ali was on such nerve-center in Indo-

Muslim socity during the second and third decades of the twentieth century”. @
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““H.G. Wells wrote of him: “Muhammad Ali possessed the pen of Macaulay, the
25(17)

tongue of Burke and the heart of Napoleon.
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‘‘He was deeply and, as | considered, most irrationally religious, and | was not,
but | was attracted by his earnestness, his over-flowing energy and keen

intelligence .He had a nimble wit, but sometimes his devastating sarcasm hurt,
)5 (21)

and lost many a friend thereby
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““‘In Mohammad Ali's view, there was one world of Islam, one vast brotherhood
stretching across the world . He did not, however, believe that by being a Muslim
he was any less an Indian. His religious beliefs and nationality never apeared to
him to be incompatible®?.”’
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““The League had confined itself to the maintenance and protection of the feelings
of loyalty in the Muslim community; to the advancement and protection of the
interest of the Mussaulmans, and without detriment to these two objects the
cultivation of harmony and good relations between the Mussalmans and other

communities.®>’
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““‘Muhammad Ali launched upon this plan, because he earnestly wanted to devote
(29)55

himself to the service of his community as well as his country.
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- Aziz Fatima, Dawn News Paper, Maulana Muhammad Ali Jauhar —a man who chose the
pen above the sword, published, January 4, 2015, Dated: June 12, 2024
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- Jawaharlal Nehru, an Autobiography, first published 1936, Reprinted with an additional

chapter 1942 by Jhon Lane, The bodley Head Ltd, London This edition published by Jawaharlal
Nehru Memorial Fund, New Dehli and Distributed by Oxford University Reprinted 1982, P# 117

2 Shakeel Ahmad, The role of Maulana Mohammad Ali Jahuar In The Anti-Imperialist
Movement of India, PhD. Thesis, 1992, Lucknow University Lucknow, P# 151
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