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Abstract

This research article explores the concept of Sha‘air Allah (sacred symbols of
Islam) considering the Qur’an and Sunnah, emphasizing their sanctity and their
potential role in reforming human thought and conduct. The Qur’an explicitly links
the veneration of sacred symbols with piety of the heart: “Whoever honors the
symbols of Allah, it is truly from the piety of hearts” 'This indicates that respect
for religious symbols is not merely ritualistic but a fundamental expression of faith
and spiritual consciousness.

The study highlights that the sacred symbols of Islam such as prayer, fasting, Hajj,
sacrifice, the Qur’an, mosques, and the call to prayer—are not isolated rituals but
integral elements of a comprehensive system of belief and practice. These symbols
serve as reminders of divine presence, strengthen communal identity, and foster
spiritual, ethical, and social reform. For example, prayer cultivates moral discipline,
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fasting promotes self-control and empathy, Hajj embodies unity and equality, while
sacrifice encourages altruism and social justice.

The analysis also reveals that undermining or neglecting these sacred symbols leads
to moral decay, loss of religious identity, and societal fragmentation. In the
contemporary era, globalization, secular ideologies, and digital media have
contributed to reducing these symbols to mere cultural traditions, particularly
among younger generations. This makes it imperative to re-present the spiritual and
ethical essence of Sha‘air Allah in modern intellectual frameworks to ensure their
relevance and impact.

The findings demonstrate that honoring the sacred symbols of Islam is not only a
theological requirement but also a transformative force for both individual and
collective life. By reviving their true spirit, Muslim societies can strengthen their
faith, preserve their identity, and address modern challenges of moral disorientation
and cultural assimilation.

Keywords: Sha‘Air Allah, Qur’an and Sunnah, Sanctity, Reform of Thought and
Conduct, Islamic Identity, Sacred Symbols
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