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Abstract

Islamophobia is not just a modern invention, it is rooted in centuries of historical
conflict, particularly the Crusades. These wars created an enduring image of
Muslims as religious and cultural enemies. That narrative has evolved but still
influences how Islam and Muslims are perceived in many Western societies
today. The legacy of the Crusades lives on in political discourse, media
portrayals, and societal attitudes, contributing to the persistence of Islamophobia
in the modern world. Keywords: Islamophobia, Crusades, Historical Conflict,
Western Perceptions, Media Portrayals, Political Discourse, Cultural Enmity
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A phobia is a persistent and irrational fear of a specific object, situation, or

activity, leading to a compelling desire to avoid the dreaded subject.’
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