@ Al-Asr Internationgl Rese.arch ISSN E: (2790-7694)
. Journal of Islamic Studies ISSN P: (2790-7686)

=M™ Vol 5 Issue 1 (January-March 2025)

Published:
March 28, 2025

Practical Suggestions Based on Islamic Teachings to
Eliminate Economic Inequality in Pakistan

Zslf&”@4@&;}’76!}/!4‘].cC.c’:Gc’:abL«‘rﬁd;leuﬁul;@

Hafiza Nazra
MS Scholar, Chaudhary Abdul Khaliq Center for Contemporary Islamic Sciences
(CAKCCIS) The Superior University, Lahore
Email: nazra67riaz@gmail.com

Muhammad Waheed U Zaman
Lecturer, Chaudhary Abdul Khaliq Center for Contemporary Islamic Sciences
(CAKCCIS) The Superior University, Lahore
Email: Waheed.zaman@superior.edu.pk

Abstract

Economic inequality remains one of the most pressing challenges in Pakistan,
undermining social justice, national unity, and sustainable development. Despite
being an Islamic Republic, where the principles of economic justice are deeply
embedded in the Qur’an and Sunnah, Pakistan continues to struggle with wealth
concentration, poverty, and lack of equitable opportunities. This study explores
practical suggestions rooted in Islamic teachings to address and minimize economic
disparity in the country. It highlights core principles such as Zakat, Ushr, Waqf, and
prohibition of Riba (usury) as mechanisms for wealth redistribution and socio-
economic balance. Moreover, it emphasizes the Islamic concept of brotherhood and
social solidarity, which demands that wealth should not circulate only among the
rich (Qur’an 59:7). The study also discusses the prophetic guidance on fair wages,
honesty in trade, and prevention of hoarding and exploitation, all of which are
critical for an equitable economy. Practical steps are proposed, including
strengthening state institutions for transparent Zakat collection and distribution,
encouraging revival of Waqf for public welfare, implementing Islamic
microfinance models, and promoting corporate social responsibility in line with
Shariah. In addition, educational reforms to inculcate Islamic values of moderation,
contentment, and economic justice are suggested as long-term measures. By
integrating these Islamic economic principles into policy and practice, Pakistan can
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move towards reducing inequality, empowering marginalized communities, and
achieving socio-economic harmony. This research concludes that true adherence to
Islamic teachings provides not only spiritual guidance but also a practical roadmap
for building an equitable and prosperous economy.

Keywords: Islamic Economics, Economic Inequality, Zakat, Waqf, Riba-Free
Economy, Social Justice, Pakistan
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