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Abstract

The domestic role of women in Western society and the feminist critique of this
role have been pivotal topics in historical, social, and intellectual discourse.
Women's roles have evolved across different periods, with feminist movements
challenging the traditional structures that define their rights, status, and place in
society. The first wave of feminism, in the 19th and early 20th centuries, focused
primarily on legal rights, such as suffrage and property ownership. The second
wave, from the 1960s to the 1980s, addressed cultural and social issues, including
gender roles, sexual independence, and domestic violence. The third wave,
beginning in the 1990s, expanded feminist perspectives to encompass diverse
women's experiences, factoring in race, class, and sexual orientation, while
critiquing deeply ingrained gender biases in Western thought. Historically,
women in ancient Greek and Roman civilizations were largely confined to
domestic duties and child-rearing. During the middle Ages, religious institutions
emphasized the sanctity of women’s family roles, although their status remained
subordinate to men. The Industrial Revolution opened new economic
opportunities for women, leading to the emergence of a dual role as homemakers
and workers, and prompting a shift in the balance between home and professional
life. In the 20th century, women increasingly participated in both domestic and
professional spheres, resulting in changing family structures, including the rise of
single-parent and nuclear families. While family roles have become more flexible
in modern times, traditional family structures appear to be weakening,
contributing to challenges in child-rearing and family stability. Feminist critics
such as Simone de Beauvoir, in The Second Sex, condemned Western depictions
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of women as the "second sex," while Betty Friedan, in The Feminine Mystique,
examined the identity crisis of American housewives. Judith Butler further
expanded feminist discourse by challenging gender as a social construct and
critiquing gender-based discrimination in Western society. This paper explores
the historical evolution of women’s family roles in the West, the influence of
feminist movements on family life, and the significant feminist critiques of
Western family structures.

Keywords: Western Civilization, Feminist Criticism, Western Family Life,
Cultural Identity, Western Thoughts
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“Man is by nature superior to the female and so the man should
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"Gender is not something one is born with, but rather something
one performs." %
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"Industrialization changed the economic role of women,
leading to the decline of the traditional household
economy and altering the structure of family life."?
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"The Industrial Revolution marked a turning point in
history where women, for the first time, entered the
workforce on a large scale, fundamentally altering

traditional family roles.”®
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"The shift from extended to nuclear families was largely
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"As women gained economic independence, marriage

increasingly became an institution based on emotional

fulfillment rather than economic necessity, leading to
higher divorce rates."
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households and altering traditional family structures." 3
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"With the increasing employment of women, childcare
services became a necessity, leading to changes in the
traditional mother-child relationship and parenting styles.
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% Bianchi, S.M. "Maternal Employment and Parental Time with Children: Dramatic
Change or Surprising Continuity?*"', Demography, 2000.
% Bianchi, .M. Maternal Employment and Parental Time with Children, 2000.
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"The decline of religious influence and the rise of
individualism have transformed marriage from a sacred
bond into a contractual agreement."®’
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"The increasing participation of women in the workforce
contributed to the weakening of traditional family bonds,

¥Shorter, E. ""The Making of the Modern Family", Basic Books, 1975.
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as personal fulfillment took precedence over familial
obligations."
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*parsons, T. The Family: Socialization and Interaction Process, 1955.
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