m Al-Asr International Research ISSN E: (2790-7694)
’\ Journal of Islamic Studies .
- ISSN P: (2790-7686
S Vol 5 Issue 2 (April-June, 2025) ( )

Published:
June 24, 2025

The Presence of the Prophet (##) as Light and Human:

A Comparative Study of the Views of Modernist and
Traditionalist Scholars

o‘/’lg‘k@(/glérw,«?{.qjumﬁg;,«; : ﬂ/i%ﬁi@/ﬁ

Shumaila Ali
M.Phil Scholar
Institute of Islamic Studies and Shariah
MY University, Islamabad

Dr. Hafiz Muhammad Ramzan
Assistant Professor
Institute of Islamic Studies and Shariah
MY University, Islamabad

Abstract
The personality of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) holds a central position in

Islamic thought, where his nature as both "light" (nur) and "human™ (bashar) has
been a subject of profound theological debate. Traditionalist scholars, particularly
from the Barelvi school, emphasize his nurani (light-based) essence, viewing him
as a transcendent, unparalleled human whose reality surpasses ordinary human
limitations. In contrast, modernist scholars such as Sir Syed Ahmed Khan
emphasize the Prophet’s humanity, focusing on his exemplary moral conduct and
practical life as a model for human beings. This paper aims to present a
comparative analysis of these two perspectives traditionalist and modernist
exploring their theological foundations, scriptural interpretations, and socio-
religious implications. By analyzing classical texts, Quranic verses, and prophetic
traditions, the study seeks to highlight points of convergence and divergence, and
to propose a balanced understanding that respects the diversity within Islamic

scholarship. This comparative approach also underscores the need for respectful
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