@ ) Al-Asr International Research ISSN E: (2790-7694)
(V. Journal of Islamic Studies ISSN P: (2790-7686)

= Vol 5 Issue 2 (April-June, 2025)

Published:
June 23, 2025

A Critical and Analytical Study of Orientalist Objections
on the Seven Canonical Qira’at

oW Motz LB 2 it}

Dr. Hafiz Khalil Ahmad Qadri
PhD in Islamic Studies
College of Shariah & Islamic Sciences, Minhaj University, Lahore
Islamic Scholar and Educator
Teaching Dars-e-Nizami syllabus, Jamia Hajveria since 1998
Email: docterkhalilahmed@gmail.com

Abstract

This research paper presents a critical and analytical study of the
objections raised by Orientalists against the Seven Canonical Qira’at (~zu <lel %)
of the Qur'an. Orientalist scholars have long scrutinized various aspects of Islamic
texts, particularly the Qur'an, often questioning its unity, preservation, and
transmission. Among their contentions, the issue of variant readings (Qira’at) has
been used to challenge the authenticity and consistency of the Qur'anic text. This
study examines the methodologies, sources, and argumentative approaches
adopted by Orientalists, and responds to them through classical Islamic
scholarship—particularly the works of the Qur'an commentators, Hadith scholars,
and expert Qurra’ (reciters). The research establishes that the Seven Canonical
Qira’at are part of the authentic and Mutawatir tradition of Qur'anic transmission,
upheld by scholarly consensus (ijma*“) and practiced throughout Islamic history.
The aim of this paper is to expose the methodological flaws in Orientalist
critiques and to reaffirm the integrity and divine preservation of the Qur'anic
Qira’at within the framework of Islamic tradition.
Keywords: Qira’at, Orientalism, Qur’anic Preservation, Mutawatir Recitation,

Islamic Scholarship.
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